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IN  WHICH 


The  Efficacy  of  certain  German  Prescriptions 
(given  in  English)  is  afcertained  by  Facfh  and 
Experience ;  with  Cafes,  tending  to  Ihew  the 
Poffibility  of  acquiring  the  Knowledge  of  Difeafes 
by  Urine, 
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Falftaff.  Boy  !  What  faid  the  Do&or  to  my  water  ? 

Tage*  He  faid,  Sir,  the  water  itfelf  was  a  good 
healthy  water  :  but  for  the  party  that 
owned  it,  he  might  have  more  difeafes 
than  he  knew  for. 


Shakespear’s  Henry  IV* 
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Corrcfpondcnce  from  the  GAZET¬ 
TEER  &c. 


HAD  Dr.  MveUsbAch*  pofleffcd  half  the  cunning 
and  medical  knowledge  of  Koch,  his  apotheca¬ 
ry,  he  might  have  prevented  the  friend  of  reafon  and 
common-fenfe  from  detecting  his  impoftures,  and  have 
continued  them  among  the  ignorant  and  credulous 
much  longer  than  his  deflihy  now  feems  to  promife. 
So  little  indeed  has  been  his  precaution,  as  to  fuffer 
himfelf  to  have  been  deceived  with  Lifbon  wine,  *  a$ 
well  as  with  elder-flower  water  f ,  for  the  urine  of 

women ; 

*  A  gentleman,  through  itiifiaker  carried  a  glafs  of  Lifbon 
wine  inftead  of  his  wife’s  urine,  to  Dr.  MyersbaCh,  who  told 
by  it  the  lady’s  complaints  ;  which,  according  to  him,  are  the 
fame  pretty  univerfally,  viz.  a  diforcUr  in  the  womb.  The  huf- 
hand,  on  his  return  home,  difcovered  his  miftake ;  but  he  has 
not  related  it  to  his  wife,  who  ftill  continues  to  take  the  Ger¬ 
man  medicines.  This  was  communicated  to  me  by  J.  D.  who 
will  vouch  for  the  fatt. 

•f*  A  fmall  quantity  of  high-coloured  brandy  was  added  to  the 
cider-flower  water,  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  Urine  ;  this  was 
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women  ;  and  with  numerous  other  mixtures,  where 
the  lead:  attention  might  have  difcovered  the  decep¬ 
tion.  I  do  not  defign  to  avail  myfelf  of  all  thefe  de- 
tedlions  of  the  impoflor’s  ignorance,  but  to  confine 
myfelf  chiefly  to  the  correfpondence  upon  this  fubjed: 
admitted  into  the  Gazetteer. 

\  LETTER  I. 
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H.  F.  a  young  gentleman  near  the  City-road,  wait¬ 
ed  on  Dr.  Mversbach,  on  the  9th  of  June,  with  a 
vial  containing  about  equal  quantities  of  the  urine  of 
two  perfons  in  health  :  the  Dodtor,  after  lhaking 
the  bottle  and  duelling  at  its  contents,  paded  his 
hands  over  different  parts  of  F’s  body,  at  the  fame 
time  telling  him,  u  the  pain  was  here ,  or  the  pain  was 
u  there;”  and  that  he  might  be  more  certain  of 
Fumbling  upon  fome  part  affedted,  the  Dodtor  like- 
yvife  included  the  gentleman’s  head  in  the  quick  mo¬ 
tion  of  his  hands,  and  added,  “  that  he  had Jiime  in 
“  his  kidneys ,  and  that  he  had  taken  too  much  mercury , 
<c  which  had  ruined  his  conjlitution ,  without  being  cured 
u  of  the  difeafe  for  which  mercury  had  been  given  ;  but 
cc  that  he  tvould  cure  him”  My  friend,  however,  was 
in  health,  and  had  not  taken  any  mercury  during  the 
lafl  two  years;  the  urine  was  mixed  for  the  purpofe  ; 
and,  indeed,  fo  ignorant  is  Dr.  Mversbach  of  this 
fluid,  that  he  has  been  feveral  times  deceived  by  per- 

fent  to  Dr.  Myer.sbach  as  the  product  of  a  lady  in  high-life, 
and  by  it  the  Dodlor  found  out  the  complaints  he  afuatly  ap¬ 
plies  to  the  female  iex. 
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Tons,  who  have  taken  to  him  the  urine  of  different 
fexes,  as  well  as  that  of  different  animals,  as  the  fob 
lowing  cafes  fufficiently  evince. 

.•  -  pr  •*  «r* 

On  the  25th  of  Auguft,  H.  Fearon,  with  W. 
Norris,  a  young  gentleman  of  his  acquaintance, 
waited  on  Dr.  Mversbach,  with  a  vial  containing 
the  urine  of  a  cow,  belonging  to  C.  K  ear  fly,  a  confi- 
derable  milkman  near  town  :  this  do  Bor  of  urines , 
upon  infpedting  the  water,  told  his  fuppofed  patient, 
he  perceived  by  it,  that  his  blood  was  fo  acrid  it 
could  not  get  into  the  circulation ;  that  he  had  throb¬ 
bing  pains  in  his  infide ,  beating  of  the  heart ,  with  tre¬ 
mors  and  palpitations ,  H.  F.  then  affured  the  Dodtor 
that  he  had  not  any  one  of  thefe  complaints  ;  who  re¬ 
plied,  that  the  water  changed  every  week,  and  if  he  had 
brought  it  a  week  after  his  firft  vifit,  he  could  have  ex¬ 
plained  to  him  his  diforder ,  which  he  added,  he  now 
fazv,  was  a  flow  fever ,  and  that  the  water  was  a  very 
bad  water,  but  better  than  when  he  applied  before .  In¬ 
deed  when  he  applied  before,  the  Dodtor  difcovered 
that  the  party  had  been  too  free  with  the  ladies  of  the 
town . 
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To  the  PRINTER  pf  the  GAZETTEER. 

Augujl  2 6,  1776. 

IT  has  been  an  obfervation,  no  lefs  true  than  common, 
that  the  Englifh  are  the  greateft  dupes  of  novelty 
and  deception  under  the  fun ;  and  however  abfurd  and 
jnconfiftent  the  publication  of  any  matter  or  fubje& 
may  be,  if  there  is  the  lead  plaufibility  in  the  tale, 
or  fuitablenefs  in  the  application,  no  people  will 
fwallow  the  bait  with  lefs  reluftance,  or  proclaim  its 
excellence  with  greater  zeal.  To  be  an  objedt  of  cre¬ 
dulity  in  matters  merely  indifferent,  will  frequently 
afford  juft  grounds  for  cenfure,  apd  the  confequences 
may  not  be  very  great :  but  when  the  molt  precious 
thing  we  poffefs  is  liable  to  fuftain  material  injury, 
if  not  be  effectually  ruined,  it  becomes  a  fubjedt  too 
ferious  for  burlefque,  and  too  important  to  trifle  with* 
I  am  led,  Sir,  into  thefe  refledtions  from  ap  affair 
in  which  I  lately  engaged  *,  and  that,  not  to  fatiate 
any  private  pique,  or  to  gratify  a  vain  and  idle  curi- 
ofity,  but  for  the  real  advantage  of  the  community, 
many  of  whofe  lives  are  by  much  too  valuable  to  fo- 
ciety  for  rpfledting  perfons  to  fee  them  daily  murder¬ 
ed  by  empiticks  from  almoft  every  quarter,  and  re¬ 
main  filent  witneffes  of  the  dreadful  fadts. 
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Having  been  afTured  by  feveral  of  my  friends,  that 
the  famous  Dr.  Myersbach  prefcribed  for  many  of 
h4is  patients  with  little  or  no  judgment ;  but  more 
particularly,  having  read  a  late  pamphlet  intitled, 
fc  Obfervations  preparatory  to  the  Ufe  of  Dr.  My- 
ersbach’s  medicines,”  &c.  I  was  induced  to  make 
an  experiment  to  try  the  Doctor’s  fkill  and  know¬ 
ledge  ;  with  this  fixed  and  candid  refolution,  that  if 
he  difcovered  the  deception,  or  afforded  me  any  rea- 
fon  to  believe  he  was  a  man  of  abilities,  and  acquaint¬ 
ed,  in  any  meafure,  with  the  Materia  Me  die  a  >  I  would 
immediately  publifh  his  fame,  and  vindicate  his  cha¬ 
racter  again#  every  falfe  calumniator ;  and  efpecially 
from  the  many  afperfions  contained  in  the  above-cited 
publication  :  but,  alas !  I  was  totally  prevented  in 
my  benevolent  defign  towards  the  DoCtor,  by  his 
manifeft  ignorance  and  confummate  aflurance.  Af¬ 
ter  I  had  waited  a  confiderable  time  in  an  apartment 
adjacent  to  the  Doctor’s,  amidft  a  croud  of  unhappy 
deluded  objeCts,  many  of  whole  cafes  called  forth  my 
commiferation,  and  excited  all  thofe  feelings  of  hu¬ 
manity  with  which  Providence  may,  in  fome  degree, 
have  bleffed  me,  I  was  ulhered  in  to  the  DoCtor  by 
}iis  door-porter,  who  converfes  with  the  patients  (pre¬ 
vious  to  their  admiffion  into  the  prefence-chamber) 
with  little  lefs  freedom,  and  with  much  lefs  modefty, 
than  his  mafter.  However,  being  thus  introduced, 
I  ftepped  forward  and  prefented  the  fagacious  Doc¬ 
tor  with  my  vial,  which  contained  no  other  than  the 
urine  of  a  young  gelding.  He  looked  at  it  with  much 
feeming  attention,  and  turning  round,  enquired  whofe 
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water  it  was.  Inftead  of  giving  him  a.  dir.edt  anfwer 
to  the  queftion,  I  told  him  I  came  from  my  wife  : 
this  rel'ponfe,  which  by  no  means  would  have  been 
de.emed  fatisfadlory  to  a  cautious  phydeian,  well  fa- 
tisfied  this  Water-dodlor,  who,  very  fignificantly 
fhaking  his  head,  and  drawing  up  his  fhoulders, 
cried,  with  a  kind  of  tranfport  at  his  intuitive  know- 
ledge.  Oh  !  I  did  tink  it  was  a  Lady's  water — it  be  no 
good-foe  be  very  bad. — Upon  which  the  following 
converfation  and  particulars  enfued. 

Patient .  What  do  you  think  is  her  complaint, 
Dodior? 

•  Doctor .  It  be.  Sir, — it  be  a  diforder  in  her  womb 
—-her,  womb — -her— her  womb  be  fomewhat  affedted 

i.  -y  1 

— Hie  have  a  pain  acrofs  her  loins — die  be  very  bad 
r—I  do  lee  die  be  very  bad. 

\  .  *  )  i :  ,  -  t  , ;  P'  .  -  i  \  l  •  •  >  »  ( - ; 

Patient ;  The  water  deems  very  clear,  Dodior  ; 
don’t  it  ? 

..  •  u -  -  •>  *  '  *  .  -•  *  •  .  ,4V  .  •  «  i .  i 

*  f  »  a  ■ 

Dodior.  Ah  l  Ah  !  It  look  fo  to  you  ;  but  I  do 
fee — I  do  fee  a  dime  upon  the  kidneys — die  be  very 
lick  at  the  ftomach — die  have  a  pain  in  her  head,  and 
in  her  limbs. — Has  die  had  many  children  ?  - 

i.  ^  *  .  *  *  •  •  v.*  ,  \  V  >.  «.  >  ■* 

Patient .  Two,  Dodior. 

Dodior.  Her  pains  in  labour  be  very  bad — be 
they  not  ? 

Patient . 
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Patient.  Why,  Dodtor,  I  think  all  women  fay 
labour-pains  be  -very  bad  *  I  cannot  fpeak  from  ex¬ 
perience* 

.  -  ~  a  i 

DoElor.  No  !  No  1  No  ! — your  wife’s  temper  be 
much  adedted  by  her  diforder — it  make  her  .very 
peevifh — very  fretful — paffionate — every  little  ting — 
(here  he  paufed,  and  gazed  once  more  on  the  geld¬ 
ing’s  urine,  and  turning  round,  cried)  every  little 
ting,  I  fee,  puts  her  in  a  paffion — Does  it  not  ? 

#  ..  •  *  «  , 

Patient.  Why,  Dodtor,  die  is  as  moll  woman 
are,  not  always  in. the  bed  humour. 

**  *  “  , 

Doctor.  Ah  !  Ah  !  There  you  do  fee — I  did  fay 
fo  •,  die  has  had  this  complaint — yes,  flie  has  had 
this  complaint  thefe  three  years — I  do  perceive  dat — • 
and  die  always  be  coughing. 

This  lad  piece  of  prefumption,  in  attempting  to 

afeertain  the  precife  time  in  which  he  fuppofed  my 

wife  to  have  been  feized  with  thefe  feveral  chimerical 
# 

diforders,  operated  too  powerfully  on  my  pafdons  to 
admit  my  remaining  any  longer  the  auditor  of  fuch 
ridiculous  conjedtures  ^  and  therefore  requeded  him 
(in  order  to  maintain  the  deception)  to  give  me  a  pre- 
feription,  which  he  did.  I  then  gave  him  half  a 
guinea ;  for  which  he  returned  me  a  mod  fervile, 
unmeaning  cringe,  with  a  God  Almighty ,  he  grant  I 
may  do  your  wife  goodx  namely,  the  gelding. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Printer,  That  I  may  not  engrofs  too  much  of 
ytftir  paper  by  any  more  particulars,  I  will  conclude 
with  only  obferving,  how  much  it  is  to  be  regretted, 
that  fome  method  or  other  is  not  yet  adopted,  to  fup* 
prefs  thofe  daring  adventurers  in  phyfic.  Here  is  a 
man,  who,  unacquainted  with  the  firft  principles  of 
pharmacy,  and  an  almoft  total  Granger  to  the  con* 
ilitution  of  the  human  fyftem,  undertakes  to  cure 
diforders  which  never  exifted,  and  to  afeertain  com* 
plaints  from  a  vial  of  liquid  which  never  came  from 
any  of  the  human  fpecies.  May  every  reader.  Sir, 
tefledt  upon  thefe  plain,  but  well-intended  hints,  and 
avoid  hazarding  thofe  lives  which  may  be  effential  ta 
the  well-being  and  happinefs  of  numbers. 

Aldgate *  A«  B.  * 
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LETTER  III. 
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To  the  PRINTER  of  the  GAZETTEER. 

Minimeque  in  rebus  multum  inter  fe  differentibus  per- 
petuum  ejfe  praceptum ,  Cels. 

JL  .  ~,.-j  -  r  *  •  ->  f.  •  ;  . .  ,  .  ;  v  *,  M*-;  y  ’  **’‘4 

WHEN  people  of  credulity'  have  once  admitted 
the  marvellous,  impoflibilities  are  as  readily 
affented  to  as  the  mofl  rational  truths ;  the  more  unac¬ 
countable  the  flory,  the  greater  ftamp  of  authority  it 
wears  ;  and  it  is  not  unufual  to  find  the  deluded  per-  * 
fon  the  mofl  anxious  to  fandlify  his  delufion,  by 
bringing  the  whole  circle  of  his  acquaintance  into  the 
fame  predicament.  This  difpofition  in  the  weaker 
and  more  numerous  part  of  mankind,  has  proved  an 
ufeful  engine  to  miracle-mongers  in  all  ages,  and 
fupplied  empirics  in  divinity  with  their  votaries,  and 
empirics  in  phyfic  with  their  dupes ;  whilft  thofe  who 
calmly  ftand  forth  on  the  fide  of  reafon,  have  been 
traduced  as  the  common  enemy,  or  the  difappointecl 
advocates  of  a  party. 

It  is  hence  probable,  that  I  may  meet  with  the 
cenfure  of  fome  who  have  outlived  their  deception, 

b  and 
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snd  of  many  more  who  are  unwilling  to  be  unde¬ 
ceived,  refpedting  their  weafcnefs,  in  repofing  their 
lives  with  a  man,  who  at  random  ventures  to  prefcribe 
remedies,  without  knowing  the  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe  he  boldly  affirms  he  will  cure.  It  is  unneceflary 
to  fay,  that  I  now  allude  to  Dr.  Myersbach,  who 
was  exhibited  in  the  Gazetteeer  of  the  29th  of  Au- 
gufly  as  deducing  the  difeafe,  and  even  the  temper 
of  a  very  healthy  and  chearful  lady,  from  the  urine  of 

a  coach-horfe. 

, «  ¥ 

In  early  life  I  knew  feveral  water-conjurers,  and 
recoiled!  many  wonderful  {lories  of  their  detecting 
ipecious  urine,  fent  with  a  view  to  impofe  upon  them ; 
I  have  often  heard  it  repeated,  that  a  perfon  who  ap¬ 
plied  with  this  delign  to  a  water-dodtor  in  the  north 
of  England,  was  told  by  him  to  feed  the  patient  with 
/day  and  oats ,  and  let  him  work  lefs  ;  the  flory  was  too 
well  adapted  for  the  fupport  of  delulion,  to  efcape  the 
votaries  of  Dr.  Myersbach  ;  and  this  wonderful  dif- 

j 

covery,  which  to  my  own  knowledge  was  talked  of 
fifteen  years  ago,  has  been  recently  applied  to  the 
German  Dodtor,  and  lo  frequently  founded  in  my 
ears,  with  a  kind  of  exultation,  that  I  determined  to, 
prove  the  falfity  of  the  application,  by  an  experiment 
which  is  decifive.  My  coachman  procured  me  the 
urine  of  a  horfc  on  the  26th  of  Augu’ft,  which  was 
fent  to  A.  B.  of  Aldgate,  who  furnifhed  the  Gazet- 
•  tcer  with  the  Dodlor’s  curious  remarks  upon  it :  the 
coachman,  who  is  fometimes  witty,  declares  that  the 
v  ■*  ’  urine 


(  xi  ) 

■%  * 

urine  did  not  belong  either  to  a  horfe,  or  to  a  marc^ 
but  to  a  gelding.  I  fhall  not  however  avail  my'felf 
of  the  diftindion  he  has  introduced,  but  fpeak  of  the 
urine  as  the  produd  of  a  horfe.  Inftead  of  recom¬ 
mending  hay  and  oats  to  this  animal,  the  Dodor  wrote 
a  prefcription,  which  I  have  now  in  my  pofiefilon  ; 
and  after  a  few  obfervations  upon  the  fymptoms  of 
the  horfe,  I  fhall  examine  how  far  the  remedy  was 
adapted  to  the  dileafe. 

From  the  infpedion  of  the  urine,  Dr.  Myersback 
declared,  he  law  a  difeafe  of  the  womb;  and  as  it  is 
unaccountable  how  an  Eriglifh  horfe,  or  even  a  geld¬ 
ing,  could  have  a  diforder  in  the  womb ,  we  mult  on 
that  confideration  give  it  due  credit ;  for  it  is  too 
wonderful  to  be  doubted  •,  as  is  likewife  the  Dodor  b 
fagacity  in  finding  out  the  children  in  this  horfe’s  wa- 
ter,  and  the  fevere  labour-pains  which  accompanied 
their  delivery. 

To  difcover  thefe  diforders  in  a  horfe.  Was  cer¬ 
tainly  poffible,  as  the  Dodor  appears  to  have  guefied 
as  near  the  fpot  as  he  ulually  does,  fuppofing  a  horfe 
furnifhed  with  a  womb ;  which  is  not  more  improba¬ 
ble  than  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Dodor  faw  by  the  water 
the  temper  of  this  quadruped,  which,  to  ufe  his  own 
words,  was  very  peevifh,  and  foon  put  into  a  pafjion  : 
This  is  a  fevere  cenfure  on  the  charader  of  an  inno¬ 
cent  animal,  who,  to  thebeft  of  my  recollection,  has 
not  been  uesvifh,  or  in  a  paflion,  during  the  lair  four 
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months ;  and  the  coachman  confirms  this  good  cha- 
radter,  by  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  him.  v 

There  are  fome  other  complaints  enumerated  by 
the  Doctor,  as  a  Jlime ,  he  faw,  upon  the  kidneys ,  Jick- 
nefs  of  the  Jlomach ,  pains  in  the  limbs ,  &c.  For  the 
firft  time  the  Do&o.r  feems  to  have  guefled  right,  as 
the  kidneys  are  never  without  (lime  or  mucus  ;  but 
as  the  horfe  has  frequently  run  thirty  miles  a  day,  I 
fhould  prefume,  that  he  is  neither  Jick  in  the  ftomach , 
nor  afflicted  with  pains  in  the  limbs .  He  is  now  but 
four  years  old,  though  the  Dodtor  declared  he  had 
had  thefe  complaints  for  three  years. 

T o  cure  this  diforder  in  the  womby  and  the  peevijh 
temper  of  the  horfe ,  the  Dodtor  principally  prefcribed 
burnt  oyfter-ihells  powdered,  and  fome  opiate  pills  : 
the  former,  to  be  fure,  was  an  excellent  fubftitute  for 
oats  and  hay ;  and  the  opiate  was  probably  defigned  to 
keep  the  horfe  from  being  peevijh y  from  kicking  and 
breaking  the  harnefs,  the  confequence  of  treating 
him  with  oyfter-Jhells  inflead  of  corn . 

I  am  forry  to  have  occupied  fo  much  of  the  Gazet¬ 
teer,  in  proving,  what  almofl  every  one  now  is  con¬ 
vinced  of,  that  Dr.  Myersbach  knows  lefs  of  urine 
than  a  chamber-maid,  and  as  little  of  medicine  as 
moil  of  his  patients.  I  have  juft  received  a  cafe  of 
deception  pradlifed  upon  the  Dodlor  by  I.  F.  and 
W.  N.  with  the  urine  of  a  cow,  which  I  fliall  lay 

before 
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before  the  public  in  a  few  days,  and  three  other  cafes 
of  deception  ;  and  at  prefent  conclude  with  begging 
pardon  of  the  public  for  affifting  to  roufe  them  out  of  q 
their  delufion,  fuch  as  Horace’s  madman  is  defcribed 
to  have  felt,  when  he  cried,  fc  You  have  undone  me, 
ill-judging  friends,  in  robbing  me  of  fuch  pleafure; 
in  depriving  me,  againft  my  confent,  of  fo  delicious 
a  deceptiQn.”  * 

London ,  Sept.  3,  1 776.  L. 

# - Pol  me  occidiftis,  amici : 

Non  fervaftis,  ait ;  cui  lie  extorta  voluptas, 
fit  demptus  per  vim  mentis  gratijjimus  error. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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FOR  want  of  proper  attention  to  the  prefs, 
feveral  inaccuracies  were  admitted  into 

• 

the  firft  edition  of  this  pamphlet,  which  are 
removed  in  the  prefent :  many  additional  cafes 
are  alfo  inferted,  that  have  fmce  come  under 
the  author’s  immediate  cognizance  ;  which 
afford  as  many  lamentable  proofs  of  the  indif- 
criminate  ufe  of  remedies,  in  the  hands  of  the 
daring  and  ignorant.  The  inftances,  however, 
which  have  fallen  to  his  fhare  alone,  muft  be 
few  in  comparifon  of  thofe  which  muft  have 
occurred  to  the  faculty  at  large  in  this  great 
city  ;  but  even  thefe  are  more  than  fufficient 
to  exercife  the  judgment  of  the  public,  before 
they  truft  the  deareft  of  human  bleflings  to 
the  random  prefcription  of  an  itinerant  adven¬ 
turer. 

The  author  has  had  no  reafon  to  alter  his 
fentiments  refpedling  the  impofitions  pradtifed 
by  Dr.  Myersbach,  and  thofe  connected 
with  him  ,*  on  the  contrary,  he  is  Confirmed 

in 
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in  the  opinions  he  firft  fuggefted,  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  Dr.  Myersbach’s  apothecary,  who 
has  communicated  much  more  than  he  choof- 
es  at  prefent  to  repeat,  as  the  whole  impofture, 
to  give  it  the  mildeft  epithet,  will  loon  appear 
in  a  court  of  juftice;  where  he  doubts  not  but 
the  aftonifhment  of  the  public  will  be  equalled 
only  by  their  indignation  for  the  infults  and 
injuries  praftifed  upon  the  weak  and  credulous 
part  of  the  community. 
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SECTION  I. 


INTRODUCTION. 

WHOEVER  is  engaged  in  Medicine,  with 
that  compaffion  for  the  miferies  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  which  a  phyfician  and  a  friend  to  mankind 
ought  to  feel,  muft  often  lament  over  the  frailty  of 
the  human  conftitution,  and  the  violence  and  variety 
of  the  difeafes  to  which  it  is  liable  ;  fome  peculiarly 
affedting  the  fundtions  of  the  body,  fome  the  powers 
of  the  mind,  and  fome  too  often  both.  Thus  inter¬ 
woven  with  the  conftitution,  he  will  find  it  requifite 
to  exert  the  utmoft  efforts  of  fkill,  to  difcover  the 
caufes  of  difeafes,  to  underftand  their  fymptoms,  and 
afcertain  the  mo  ft  probable  means  of  removing  them : 
he  will  fee  thefe  fymptoms  daily  varying,  and  as 
often  requiring  a  variation  of  remedies  ;  that  thofe 
which  were  fir  ft  indicated,  muft  be  omitted,  and 
others  fubftituted,  in  order  to  recondudt  his  patient, 
as  foon  as  the  operations  of  nature  will  permit,  into 
the  port  of  health  and  happinefs. 

The  human  body  is  a  compound  machine,  confti** 
tuted  of  innumerable  diftindt  parts,  which  depend 
upon  the  proper  adtion  of  each  other  for  thepreferva- 
tion  and  health  of  the  whole;  which  not  only  under-r 
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fco  changes  in  the  fame  perfon  at  different  periods  of 
age,  but  are  alfo  attended  with  certain  peculiarities  in 
different  perfons  and  Texes  ;  and  which  are  liable  tp 
be  affected  by  the  inode  of  living,  the  feafon  of  the 
,  year,  the  temperature  of  the  air,  and  a  thoufand 
other  caufes  operating  upon  the  mind  or  body,  or 
upon  both ;  and  producing  effedts,  the .  caufes  of 
which  can  only  be  juftly  afcertained  by  a  long  and 
careful  acquaintance  with  medicine  in  all  its  various 
branches  :  thefe  eftedts  are,  indeed,  fo  various,  that 

*  L  ’  v  {  *  e 

phyficians  of  eminence  have  declared,  that  two  pa¬ 
tients  exadtly  limilar,  and  requiring  the  fame  precife 
method  of  treatment,  have  never  occurred  during 
their  pradfice. 

Whilfl:  the  different  part§  of  the  hupian  frame  per-; 
form  their  adtion  in  a  ftate  of  health,  the  fluids  un¬ 
dergo  certain  feparations,  which  are  neceflary  to  the 
fupport  of  the  body ;  and  the  fuperfluous  are  dif- 
charged  by  various  outlets,  of  which  the  urinary  paf  •• 
fages  are  not  the  leaft.  But  as  the  ftate  pf  thefe  fluids 
principally  depends  upon  the  fiate  of  the  folid  parts 
pf  the  body,  apd  the  adtion  of  the  veflels  ;  it  is  evir 
dent,  that  the  ftate  pf  the  fecreted  fluids  cannot  be 
afcertained,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  adtipn  of 
thofe  veffels  upon  which  the  excretions  depend,  and 
which  can  be  known  only  by  the  ftate  of  the  pulfe. 
And  as  the  body  is  perpetually  varying,  from  changes 
in  the  air,  diet,  exercife,  paflions  of  the  mind,  and 
a  thoufand  other  circumftances  which  vary  the  apr 
pearances  in  the  excreted  fluids,  wc  may  confidently 
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that  the  ftate  of  the  urine,  liable  as  it  is  to 
io  many  variations  in  health,  cannot  afford  a  juft  in¬ 
dication  of  the  ftate  of  the  body  when  under  difeafe, 
without  a  previous  knowledge,  not  only  of  the  hu¬ 
man  body  in  health,  but  likewiie  of  the  various 
changes  produced  upon  it  from  different  caufes,  in 
its  found>  as  weli  as  its  difeafed  ftate,* 

Suppofing  it  were  fometimes  poflible  to  attain  a 
general  knowledge  of  a  difeafe  by  urine, -f-  or  by 
any  other  excreted  fluid,  would  it  not  be  judicious 
in  the  phyfician,  to  acquire  the  moft  particular 
information  refpedting  the  caufes  and  the  fymp» 
toms  of  the  difeafe,  by  the  pulfe,  the  conftitution  of 
the  patient,  and  other  means,  as  well  as  by  the 
urine  ;  which>  alone,  muft  be  fallacious,  J  be- 
caufe  it  is  perpetually  varying  in  the  moft  healthy 
perfon?,  When  thefe  various  indications  are  ne* 
gledted  by  the  phyfician,  may  we  not  conclude  that 
he  is  ignorant  of  the  human  body,  and  the  laws  upon 
which  life  and  health  depend  ;  and  confequently 

*  Itaque  ut  ex  urinarum  infpe&ione  aliquid  minus  dubie 
Jdijudicemus  in  ordine  ad  Morbos,  et  artem  medicam,  quopa&o 
fe  habere  debeat  urinii  in  natiirali  ftatu,  et  unde  pendeat  hie 
idem  naturalis  flatus  ejus,  intelligamus  opportet.  Bellini  de 
Urinis. 

f  In  reality  (fays  D.  Heberden,  Med.  Tran/.  <vol.  2.  p, 
505.)  it  is  but  in  few  maladies,  that  the  urine  affords  a  practiti¬ 
oner  much  ufeful  information. 

t  Bellini  de Urinis, 3.  (Uromante*  inanes.) 
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either  unacquainted  with  a  rational  mode  of  relieving 
it  when  difordered,  or  elfe  extremely  indifferent  re- 
fpedting  the  health  of  his  patient  ? 

It  is  true,  it  may  be  urged,  that  a  perfon  who  is 
ignorant  of  the  human  conffitution,  and  the  various 
caufes  of  difeafe  which  adt  upon  it,  and  who  invaria- 
ably  prefcribes  one  fct  of  medicines  for  all  difeafes, 
can  have  nooccafion  to  know  the  caufes  and  fymptoms 
of  any  difeafe,  the  ffate  of  the  pulfe,  or  of  any  thing 
elfe  connected  with  the  body.  If  this  be  admitted,  and 
at  the  fame  time  if  fimilar  remedies  are  indifcriminate- 
ly  employed  in  all  dilealeS,  of  what  ufe  can  the  urine 
be  ?  To  deceive  the  public,  however,  it  is  neceffary 
to  preferve  fome  appearance  of  knowledge ;  and  when 
a  deception  has  once  prevailed  over  the  undemand¬ 
ing  of  the  people,  the  more  irrational  it  is,  the  more 
implicitly  and  firmly  it  is  believed  ;  and  while  the 
wonderfulnefs  of  it  gains  admiration,  the  credulous 
are  continually,  though  unconfcioufly,  liable  to  fub- 
ftitute  fables  for  fadts,  till  prodigies  are  circulated  as 
familiar  truths. 

Deceptions,  fimilar  in  caufe  and  effcdt,  have  pre¬ 
vailed  over  the  underftandings  of  men  in  all  ages,  and 
in  every  department  of  life ;  marvellous  and  impro¬ 
bable  ftories,  if  once  believed,  are  always  admired 
and  propagated :  and  thus  artful  men  have  found 
*  dupes  in  all  ages  and  profeflions,  the  mind  being  as 
liable  to  admit  poifon  as  the  body ;  and  before  the 
injuries  of  one  fpecies  of  deception  have  opened  the 
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eyes  of  the  public,  another  ftarts  up,  and  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  fpace  of  time  equally  detains  its  votaries  in  bon¬ 
dage,  Strong  indeed  muft  be  that  bias,  which  leads 
a  man  to  apply  to  a  ftranger,  and  repofe,  in  his 
hands,  the  deareft  of  bleffings  ;  and  callous  muft  be 
the  heart  of  him,  who,  ignorant  of  medicine,  trifles 
with  the  pains,  the  miferies,  and  the  lives  of  his 
fellow-creatures,  for  the  lake  of  gratifying  a  merce¬ 
nary  difpolition. 

I  am  fenlible  it  may  be  faid,  that  many  a  mounte¬ 
bank  and  water- conjurer,  driven  to  feek  a  livelihood 
by  poverty  and  diftrefs,  have  aflumed  a  profeflion, 
for  the  fake  of  prefent  bread,  which  they  at  firft  lit¬ 
tle  imagined  could  have  gained  fo  many  votaries,  and 
confequently  victims  to  their  ignorance.  I  have  feen 
the  rife  and  progrefs  of  feveral  fuch  pretenders ;  and 
could  relate  many  incidents  and  ingenious  methods 
of  deception,  were  not  health  and  life  too  ferious  for 
diverfion,  and  mankind  too  ready  to  improve  in  de¬ 
ceit,  by  adding  to  their  own,  that  of  others.  It  is  no 
crime  to  have  been  poor  ;  but  whether  poifon  be  re¬ 
tailed,  or  fold  by  wholefale,  the  heart  of  the  vender 
is  equally  criminal. 

One  would  be  apt  to  imagine,  after  fo  many  de¬ 
ceptions  which  men  have  been  led  into,  that  in  fo 
important  a  concern  as  health,  they  would  ferioufly 
confider,  that  though  a  quack-medicine  may  fome- 
times  cure,  it  more  frequently  injures  the  conftitution 
through  life,  and  impairs,  not  unfrequently,  the  vi¬ 
gor 
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gor  and  health  of  fucceeding  generations.  Miltake$ 
in  ordinary  matters  may  be  remedied  ;  but  a  body 
ruined  by  injurious  treatment,  is  a  monument  of  folly, 
vvhofe  infcription  the  infatuated  objedt  painfully  pauf- 
es  over  as  long  as  he  lives,;  Such  inftances  have  fa 
often  occurred  to  me,  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  ex- 
pofe  to  the  public,  fome  of  the  practices  which  have 
lately  deluded  a  great  part  of  this  city  ;  the  effedts  of 
which  I  find  daily  more  injurious  to  the  people*  hav¬ 
ing,  in  my  own  practice,  lately  met  with  many  per- 
fons,  whofe  affedting  treatment  has  been  fuch,  as  de¬ 
mands  the  tear  of  humanity,  and  that  fympathy^ 
which  the  diftrefs  of  our  fellow-creatures  excites,  even 
when  it  arifes  from  their  own  imprudence  and  mif- 
condudt. 

Though  thefe  medicines  improperly  applied  may 
be  attended  with  confiderable  mifehiefs,  they  are, 
neverthelefs,  fuch  as  may  be  ufeful,  when  their  vir¬ 
tues  are  difiindtly  afeertained.  I  have  therefore  giv~ 
en,  in  the  fecond  fedtion,  the  formulae  of  the  German 
Difpenfatory,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who  fuppofe  them 
capable  of  very  wonderful  and  faintary  effedts. 

The  third  fedtion  is  employed  in  relating  forhe 
cafes  which  have  come  under  my  own  notice ;  and  I 
have  related  them  nearly  as  they  occurred,  without 
feledting  the  moft  fatal,  or  molt  fuccefsful  only  ; 
that  the  public  may  judge  of  the  comparative  qua¬ 
lities  of  thefe  remedies,  with  thofe  of  other  quacks  $ 
and  of  the  judgment  of  the  pradtitioner,  who  indif- 
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criminately  adminifters  them  to  different  ages  and 

lexes,  and  in  all  difeafes. 

* 

The  difeafe§  and  remedies  fuggeft  fome  reflections 
in  the  fourth  and  fifth  feCtions,  which  I  have  treated 
with  brevity,  on  account  of  the  more  general  obfer- 
vations  offered  by  writers  upon  the  fubjeCt  of  em* 
piricifm,  and  particularly  by  Dr*  Tjssot  in  his  Avis 
du  peuple. 

’  1  % 
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The  concluding  feCtion  contains  a  letter  from  a 
phyfician  to  the  author,  on  the  fame  fubject. 
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SECTION  II. 


FORMULAE  of  GERMAN  MEDICINES. 

THOUGH  it  has  been  my  lot  in  practice  to 
have  been  consulted  in  a  multitude  of  cafes, 
wherein  Dr.  Myersbach’s  medicines  have  been  ex¬ 
hibited,  I  have  feldom  had  the  happinefs  to  meet 
with  thofe  who  have  thought  themfelves  better  when 
they  left  him,  than  when  they  placed  themfelves  un¬ 
der  his  care.  There  are,  however,  individuals,  who 
entertain  the  highelt  opinion  of  his  judgment,  to 
whom  it  may  not  prove  unacceptable,  to  fee,  in 
plain  Engliih,  by  what  means  the  cures,  l'o  pom- 
poully  related,  have  been  performed ;  and  there  may 
be  a  period,  when  the  Dodtor  will  think  it  moll  pru¬ 
dent  to  retire  from  the  neighbourhood  of  thofe  who 
have  preferved  the  Engliih  charadler,  of  being  taken 
with  novelty,  and  impofed  upon  by  every  thing  that 
is  foreign  and  unaccountable.*  In  fuch  an  exigence 
it  mull  prove  an  elfential  fervice  to  the  public,  to  be 
furnilhed,  at  half-price,  with  the  fame  remedies  as 
$re  imported  at  fome  expence  from  Germany-,  and 
I  doubt  not,  but  I  lhall  thereby  likewife  oblige 

*  England  is  famous  through  Europe,  for  bottle-conjuring, 
and  water-conjuring. 
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DoCtor  Myersbach,  who,  there  is  reafon  to  con¬ 
clude,  is  as  ignorant  of  the  medicines  he  exhibits, 
as  the  patients  themfelves.  Their  compofition  is 
kept  a  fecret  as  much  as  poffible  in  Germany  :  I  pro¬ 
cured  the  following'  formulae  by  an  unexpected  inci¬ 
dent,  and  I  am  fufficiently  fatisfied  of  their  authen¬ 
ticity. 

To  a  man  who,  ignorant  of  all  medical  know¬ 
ledge,  adminifters  the  fame  remedies  to  every  pa¬ 
tient,  a  vial  of  urine  is  juft  as  good  as  a  vial  of  vine¬ 
gar,  or  any  other  liquid :  it  feems  to  be  fo  with  the 
DoCtor,  as  he  has  uniformly  given,  in  a  multitude 
of  cafes  fucceftively,  of  every  age,  of  different  fexes 
and  conffitutions,  green  drops,  and  the  deobftruent 
pills.  When  the  patient  returns  again,  worfe  than 
at  the  firft  application,  the  lweet  elfence  is  ufually 
ordered,  with  the  ftlver  pills,  the  red,  and  the  an¬ 
tacid  powders  :  fhould  thefe  likewife  fail  of  fuccefs, 
and  the  black  pills  afterwards  alfo  ;  the  miferable 
patient  is  glad  to  apply  to  regular  practitioners,  la¬ 
menting  the  day  that  gave  birth  to  his  German  con¬ 
nection. 

I.  EJfeniia  dulcis ,  or  the  Sweet  E (fence. 

•  •  -  '  .A  .  '  k  ' 

Take  Foliated  Tartar,  two  drachms  ; 

Loaf  Sugar,  two  ounces  ; 

Water,  one  ounce  and  an  half :  boil  thefe  to¬ 
gether  in  a  glazed  vefTel,  till  the  mixture  acquires  a 
brownilli  or  dark  color  *,  then  take  it  from  the  lire, 
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and  pour  upon  it  twelve  ounces  of  the  following  men- 
ftruum  ;  and  after  placing  it  by  the  fire  for  a  day  or 
two,  let  it  be  filtered  through  paper  : 

tfhe  Menjlruum  for  making  the  Sweet  E fence. 

Take  Rectified  Spirit  of  Wine,  four  pounds  ; 

Alum  powdered,  eight  ounces; 

W ater,  one  pound  :  mix  them,  and  diftill  off 
three  pounds  for  the  menftruum. 

II/  EJfentia  amara  ;  the  Bitter  EJfence ,  or  Green  Drop. 

•t 

Take  Tanfy,  one  ounce  ; 

Stonewort,  Ceterach,  pr  Hart’s-tongue, 
Bleffed  Thiftle, 

LefTer  Centaury, 

Gentian  root, 

Dock  roots,  of  each  three  drachms ; 

Recent  peel  of  green  Oranges,  half  an  ounce  : 
cut  thefe  ingredients  fmall,  and  add  twelve  ounces  of 
rectified  fpirit  of  wine ;  after  a  few  days  infufion  in 
the  fpirit,  filter  it  through  paper.  This  is  a  grateful 
bitter,  perhaps  equal  to  that,  which  in  England  goes 
under  Stoughton’s  name,  and  in  the  fhops  is  called 
the  bitter  Tin&ure,  well  known  for  its  fuppofed  fto- 
machic  qualities ;  though  it  may  be  fufpected,  whe¬ 
ther  the  long  ufe  of  fpirituous  bitters,  may  not,  like 
fpirits  in  general,  injure  the  flomach.  One  would 
imagine,  from  the  univerfal  exhibition  qf  thefe  Green 
Drops,  that  Dr.  Myersbach  confiders  them  ufeful 
i  in 
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In  every  difeafe  under  the  fun,  as  it  is  the  firft  medi¬ 
cine  he  ordered  for  aimed:  fifty  different  cafes,  with 
which  I  have  been  acquainted. 

»  ■* 

III.  EJfentia  Hypoctiondriaca ,  or  Hypochondriac  EJfence , 

Take  Vervain, 

Rue, 

Pellitory  of  the  wall, 

Sage,  _  , 

Sharp-leaved  plantain,  each  one  ounce  and  an 
half ; 

Flowers  of  St.  John’s  wort,  one  ounce  i  cut 
thefe  ingredients  fitiall,  and  put  to  therii  one  pound 
bf  fpirit  of  wine  ;  and  in  a  few  days  filter  it. 

A  4  ' 

IV .  Ellul  a  Polychrejhc ;  the  Polychrejl ,  or  Silver  Pills • 

j 

Take  Extract  of  Aloes, 

Wormwood; 

•  -  'X 

Leffer  Centaury, 

W  ater- germander* 

Scurvy-grafs, 

Gum  Myrrh,  each  three  drachms ; 
Hedera* 

Sandarach,  or  Juniper* 

Maftich* 

Benzoin,  each  a  drachm  and  an 
tali':  mate  thefe  into  a  mafs  of  pills,  which  are  to 
be  covered  with  filver  leaf; 
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I  do  riot  imagine  the  filver  leaf  will  add  to  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  thefe  pills ;  but  as  it  is  fo  ordered  by  the 
German  difpenfatory,  in  which  thefe  medicines  are 
defcribed,  I  have  copied  the  original  verbatim  for 
the  fake  of  accuracy* 

V.  Pilule?  Pclychrcfttf  Starkei ,  or  the  Black  Pills, 

Take  Extradt  of  Opium, 

Liquorice  Powder, 

Black  Hellebore, 

White  Hellebore,  each  one  ounce  : 

Tartarized  Soap,*  three  ounces:  make  thefe 
into  a  mafs  of  pills. 

One  feventh  part  of  this  mafs  confifts  of  opium : 
as  an  opiate  it  referribles  the  faponaceous  pill  of  the 
London  Difpenfatory ;  and  is,  in  ignorant  hands,  a 
very  dangerous  medicine.  This  I  imagine  proved 
fo  injurious  in  Cafes  lft.  and  2d.;  at  lead,  from  fome 
experiments  I  had  the  melancholy  occafion  to  make 
in  Cafe  7th,  I  prefume  I  have  juft  grounds  to  fuft 
pedt  fo. 

Both  Boerhaave  and  Hoffman  have  recom¬ 
mended  the  above  in  drop  lies;  but  in  fome  cafes  of 
dropfy  they  muft  prove  injurious ;  and  in  any  we 

.  *  This  foap  is  prepared  with  fait  of  tartar,  and  oil  of  tur¬ 
pentine. 

have 
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have  more  Ample,  and  at  the  fame  time  more  effica¬ 
cious  remedies. 

VI.  Pilule  contra  ObftruBlones ;  Pills  to  remove  Gb- 

Jlrudlions. 

Thefe  confifl  principally  of  Aloes  and  Steel,  and 
though  they  may  be  beneficial  in  certain  complaints, 
they  are  not  Ids  injurious  in  others,  wherein  I  have 
feen  them  given ;  as  in  incipient  hedlic  complaints 
their  flimulus  has  excited  fpitting  of  blood  and  con- 
fumption. 

VII.  Pilule?  Purgantes ,  or  Purging  Pills . 

Thefe  chiefly  contain  Aloes  and  Jalap,  or  without 
the  Aloes  his  purging  powder  is  fubftituted. 

VIII.  Pulvis  Antifpafmodicus ,  or  the  Red  Powder • 

Take  Salt  petre, 

Vitriolated  Tartar*  each  two  ounces  * 

Cinnabar,  one  drachm  and  a  half ;  mix,  and 
make  a  powder* 

IX.  Pulvis  contra  acre  dunum  ;  the  Powder  to  correct 
Acrimony ,  or  the  Antacid  Powder . 

Take  Diaphoretic  Antimony,  two  ounces ; 

Burnt  Crabs-  Eyes, 
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.  /  »  j 

Burnt  Ihells,  each  one  ounce  f  mix,  and  make 
a  powden 


Similar  to  the  foregoing,  is  his  Bezoar  powder ; 


the  addition  of  the  Bezoar  eonilitutes  no  other  im- 
pro'vement  than  in  the  price* 


X.  Pulvis  Vit^  or  Pozvder  of  Life . 

Take  Roots  of  Zedoar)q .  Pimpernel, 

Elecampane,  Galangal, 

Aromatic  Cane,  Avens  or  herb  Benetj 
Liquorice,  each  two  drachms  ; 

Harts  Tongue,  Speedwell^  Bleffed  Thiftle, 

Flowers  of  lefier  Centaury,  each  one  drachm ; 

Senna  leaves,  one  ounce  arid  a  half  ; 

Seeds  of  Anife,  Fennel,  Parfley, 

Carraway,  of  each  one  drachm  and  a  half  ; 

Juniper  Berries,  three  drachms ; 

Cinnamon,  one  drachm  ; 

Cubebs,  and  Cardamoms,  each  four  fcruples  ; 

Mace,  and  burnt  Harts-horn,  each  two  drachms  % 
Rhapontic  dock,  one  ounce  and  a  half ; 

Rhubarb,  a  drachm  and  a  half; 

Cremor  T artari ,  three  drachms  ; 

White  Sugar  Candy,  four  ounces  and  a  half :  mix* 
and  make  a  powder* 


*  •  » 

This  is  a  German  farrago,  whofe  pompous'  title 

is  only  a  cover  of  its  infignificance. 
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XL  Balfamum  Cephalicum ,  or  Cephalic  Balfam , 

T ake  equal  quantities  of  Oil  of  Lavender,  Amber,  • 
Penny-royal,  Marjoram,.  Sage,  Rofemary,  Savory, 
Mace,  Rue,  Mint,  Origanum,  and  Nutmeg; 
mix,  and  make  a  Balfam, 

By  the  foregoing  formulae,  thfc  public  will  fee, 
that  thefe  medicines  may  be  prepared  at  g,  very  mo- 
derate  expence. 
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SECTION  III. 

HISTORY  of  CASES. 

1HAVE  already  intimated  my  refolution  of  laying 
before  the  public,  the  cafes  in  the  order  they  oc¬ 
curred  to  me.  If  I  had  feledted  the  moft  unfavour¬ 
able,  a  juft  decifion  of  Dr.  Myersbach’s  fuccels 
could  not  have  been  obtained  ;  but  as  juftice  de¬ 
manded  the  whole,  it  is  from  thence  I  fhall  leave 
every  individual  to  judge  for  himlelf. 

As  it  might  be  difagr-eeable  to  many  of  the  patients, 
to  have  their  names  printed  at  full  length,  I  have  in 
general  given  only  the  initials :  the  cafes,  however, 
of  thofe  who  have  furvived  the  doctor’s  medicines,  I 
can  at  any  time  authenticate  by  the  teftimony  of  the 
patients  themfelves ;  and  the  fatal  cafes  can  alfo  be 
confirmed  by  indifputable  vouchers. 

I  acknowledge,  that  I  have  omitted  four  cafes  for 
want  of  proper  information;  and  becaufe  two  of  them 
were,  fo  much  indifpofed  before  their  application  to 
Dr.  Myersbach,  as  left  little  profpeCt  of  recovery, 
and  their  deaths  could  not  be  attributed  to  him.  The 
other  two  were  hyftepc  cafes ;  but  tired  with  a  long 
.  .  :  .  ;  '  md 
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and  frui clefs  attendance,  they  forfook,  at  length, 
the  Green  Drops  and  Pills,  which  every  one  of  thefe 
patients  was  ordered  to  take. 

From  my  period  of  practice  it  cannot  but  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  my  fhare  of  patients  muft  be  a  very  fmall 
proportion  of  thofe  unhappy  victims,  who  have  fuf- 
fered  from  indifcriminate  prefcription,  and  afterwards 
have  confulted  phyficians  of  more  experience  and 
reputation  than  I  can  pretend  to  :  for  the  fake  of  hu¬ 
manity,  I  with  I  could  fay,  that  my  dead  lift  is  the 

moil  formidable  of  all  that  can  be  produced. 

% 

CASE  L 

In  Odtober,  1774,  I  attended  a  Gentleman  in  my 
neighbourhood  violently  attacked  with  a  Hepatitis* 
and  a  difficulty  of  breathing.  He  fo  far  recovered  as 
to  be  able  to  remove  into  the  country,  but  his  breath¬ 
ing  was  ftill  laborious  :  he  fent  feveral  times  deliring 
me  to  vifit  him  in  the  country,  but  through  fome 
negledt  I  never  received  any  meflage,  though  I  heard 
frequent  favourable  accounts  of  his  improvement. 
I  had  occafion  to  pafs  by  his  lodging  about  ten  days 
after  he  left  London*  He  complained  of  my  not  hav¬ 
ing  feen  him ;  and  acquainted  me,  that  he  had  been 
perfuaded  to  employ  a  Dr*  Myersbach,  who  had 
vifited  him  two  days  before.  This  was  the  fitft  time 
I  heard  the  Doctor’s  name  mentioned ;  and  as  I  did 
hot  know  any  particulars  of  his  character,  I  could 
not  approve  or  difapprove  his  conduft  5  but  advifed 
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my  friend  to  continue  with  Dr.  Myers  bach  if  he 
grew  better,  and  if  he  grew  worfe  my  attendance 
might  be  commanded.  About  a  week  or  ten  days 
afterwards,  I  was  again  defired  to  vilit  this  Gentle¬ 
man  •,  his  cafe  was  then  greatly  aggravated,  the  urine 
was  diminilhed,  the  breathing  more  difficult,  the 
belly  was  fwelled,  and  a  dropfy  advancing,  a  fluctu¬ 
ation  of  water  being  evident.  I  intimated  to  the  fa¬ 
mily  the  danger  of  the  patient’s  life ;  and  the  next 
day  two  phylicians  met  in  confultation,  ‘but  we  did 
not  repeat  the  meeting,  death  having  intervened. 

I  found,  in  the  patient’s  chamber,  green  drops,  a 
box  of  pills,  the  fweet  drops,  and  the  red  powder  ; 
but  I  did  not  then  imagine  that  I  ffiould  meet  with 
thefe  green  drops,  pills,  See.  in  numerous  cafes  af¬ 
terwards,  where  the  complaints  of  the  patients  were 
totally  different. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  fpring  of  1 775,  S.  P.  of  Whitechapel,  aged 
5 6,  was  attacked  with  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  fe- 
vere  cough  and  flight  expectoration,  with  other  afth- 
matic  fymptoms,  which  induced  him  to  fend  a  vial 
of  urine  to  Dr.  Myersbach,  who  immediately  de¬ 
clared,  cc  that  the  patient  labored  under  a  diforder  in  the 
tc  liver  which  he  would  foon  cure”  and  his  pills  and 
green  drops  were  recommended  to  effeft  it.  After 
the  ufe  of  thefe  medicines  near  a  week,  the  dyfpnaea, 
.or  Ihortnefs  of  breath,  augmented  ;  the  cough  be- 
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came  dry  and  violent,  and  every  fymptom  of  ap¬ 
proaching  diffolution  appeared,  on  which  account  I 
was  defired  to  viiit  him.  When  I  firfl  faw  him,  I 
did  not  expedt  he  would  have  furvived  the  night  •, 
and  his  friends  attended  around  his  bed  in  the  ex- 
pedtation  of  laying  out  the  corpfe,  every  exfpiration 
threatening  to  prove  the  laft.  As  I  had  not  at  this 
period  heard  Dr.  Myersbach’s  name  often  mention¬ 
ed,  I  did  not  infpedt  the  medicines,  and  confequently 
cannot  fpeak  of  their  effedts  with  precifion  ;  but  I 
firmly  believe,  that  if  the  fame  plan  had  been  purfued 
a  day  or  two  longer,  and  thereby  proper  remedies  an¬ 
ticipated,  the  patient  would  have  died. 

CASE  III. 

H.  W.  near  Lombard-flreet,  another  aflhmatic  per- 
fon,  who  appled  to  Dr.  Myersbach  fome  time  after 
I  had  attended  the  laft-mentioned  patient,  had  a  re¬ 
ceipt  in  the  Dodtor’s  hand  writing,  containing  fleel 
and  aloes  as  under : 

R.  Aloes  rofatas*  unciam  unam, 

Extradti  Panchymagogi  -f-  unc.  femis. 

*  Aloes  diffolved  in  an  infufion  of  rofes,  which  is  afterwards 
evaporated  to  the  confidence  of  an  extract, 

f  This  extraft  confifts  of  Scammony,  Rhubarb,  Agaric, 
tfermoda&yls.  Black  Hellebore,  and  Senna.  The  epithet, 
Panchymagoga  is  derived  from  Greek,  t vetv,  all,  humour, 

and  a fa/,  to  draw  down. 

$ 

«  D  2 


Limaturx 


(  20  ) 


Limaturae  Martis,  J  fubtiliffime  pulv.  drachr 
mas  duas ;  fiant  pilulas. 

I  have  known  eight  pills  ordered  every  two  hours, 
as  was  the  cafe  with  the  laft-mentioned  patient  •,  and 
fuch  frequent  dofes  of  fteel  may  enable  us  to  account 
for  the  dreadful  fituation  into  which  he  was  reduced, 
,  when  I  firft  vifited  him. 

, :  /  •  i  *.  • 

CASES  IV,  V,  VI, 

In  March,  1775,  E.  F.  a  lady  refiding  near  Grace- 
church-  ftreet,  who  had  been  married  a  few  months, 
and  had  been  affected  with  flight  hyfteric  complaints, 
attended  Dr.  Myersbach  with  a  vial  of  urine  :  after 
he  had  looked  at  it,  he  told  the  patient  fhe  was  ill  of 
the  venereal  difeale ;  and  if  fhe  was  married,  it  was 
given  by  her  hufband.  When  the  fhock,  which 
fuch  an  unexpected  dccifion  had  given  her,  was  a 
little  overcome,  fhe  returned  home  and  acquainted 
the  hufband  with  this  heavy  charge  upon  his  cha¬ 
racter  :  he  accompanied  his  wife  to  two  eminent  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  the  profellion,  to  fatisfy  her  of  his  perfeCt 
health,  though  fhe  never  harboured  any  fulpicion  of 
his  fidelity.  She  was  by  this  means  convinced  of  the 
ignorance  of  this  German  pracle,  and  would  not 
take  his  green  drops  and  pills.  She  afterwards  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  practitioner,  who  attributed  her  fymptoms 

to  pregnancy,  and  afforded  her  iuitable  relief.  She 

-  '  1  .  '  . 
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is  now  the  mother  of  a  very  fine  girl,  and  both  pa¬ 
rents  enjoy  good  health. 

Before  this  difcovery  of  Dr.  Myersbach’s  igno¬ 
rance,  her  father  had  put  himfelf  under  his  care,  and 
Jikewife  a  lady  of  her  acquaintance  :  the  father,  who 
was  paralytic,  daily  grew  worfe,  and  at  length  had 
fenle  enough  to  free  himfelf  from  an  ignorant  procefs  ; 
and  the  lady,  who  was  told  file  had  got  a  dropfy, 
was  happily  delivered  of  a  fine  child  :  the  DoCtor,  - 
however,  having  infilled  upon  a  dropfy,  the  lady  ne¬ 
glected  to  provide  proper  cloathing  fot  her  infant ;  a 
want,  indeed,  much  eafier  to  be  fupplied  than  a 
dropfy  was  to  be  removed. 

Thefe  fuppofed  different  difeafes  were  treated  in 
one  method,  by  green  drops  and  pills. 

CASE  VII. 

In  Auguft,  1775,  I  was  defired  to  vifit  T.  W.  of 
Thames-flreet,  about  54  years  old  ;  he  had  laboured 
under  a  cough,  and  a  flight  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  refllefl'nefs,  for  which  he  had  confulted  Dr. 
Myersbach  about  a  fortnight  before.  When  I  en¬ 
tered  the  fick.  chamber,  the  patient  was  fo  near  his 
end,  and  the  family  in  fuch  diftrefs,  that  I  could  not 
colleCl  a  very  accurate  account  of  the  procefs  he  had 
been  under :  I  found,  however,  in  the  room,  the 
green  drops,  red  powder,  and  fome  pills  :  I  took 
the  pills  to  be  opium,  from  the  fymptoms  attending 
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the  ufe  of  them  ;  as  a  fleepinefs  had*  enfued,  and 
continued  for  three  days  when  I  faw  him,  from  which 
he  never  was  roufed ;  he  opened  his  eyes  two  or 
three  times,  and  I  think  uttered  a  few  words  before 
he  expired. 

CASE  VIII. 

In  January,  1 776,  I  attended  a  gentleman  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cheapfide,  whofe  valuable  life  is 
Hill  preferved  to  his  family  and  the  community. 
In  converfation  one  day,  he  Ihewed  me  a  prefcripti- 
on,  *  and  alked  me  if  it  was  proper  for  a  confump- 
tion :  it  confided  of  fteel,  aloes,  and  other  ftimu- 
lants ;  *)-  and  without  knowing  his  view  for  this  in¬ 
terrogation,  I  replied  I  lhould  confider  it  as  very 
dangerous.  He  then  told  me  that  a  female  relation 
of  his,  who  was  of  a  very  delicate  conflitution, 
had  confulted  Dr.  Myersbach  on  account  of  fome 
fuppreffed  evacuation  ;  but  that  after  the  ufe  of  thefe 
heating  medicines,  a  cough  enfued,  with  night 
fweats,  and  hedtic  fever,  which  foon  put  a  period  to 
the  Kfe  of  this  amiable  young  lady. 

*  This  confided  of  pills,  compofed  of  three  articles,  deferibed 
In  cafe  3,  for  an  afthma  ;  and  of  drops  made  of  the  elfence, 
fpirit,  and  extrad  of  wormwood. 

f  Upon  the  injurious  effe£ts  of  ftimulants  in  confumptions, 
fee  Dr.  Fothergill’s  ufeful  papers,  in  the  4th  vol.  of  the 
Medical  Inquiries,  p.  231,  and  289.  Dr.  Fothergill  has 
fince  informed  me,  that  additional  experience  has  further  con¬ 
firmed  him  agamft  ftimulants  in  pulmonary  complaints. 
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CASE  IX. 


W.  C.  a  gentleman  23  years  old,  applied  to  Dr, 
Myersbach  in  the  beginning  of  January,  1776, 
with  a  vial  of  urine  :  the  Dodtor,  after  lhaking  it  a 
moment,  ran  his  hands  on  each  fide  of  the  body  of 
his  patient  from  the  fhoulders  to  the  abdomen  as 
quick  as  poffible,  and  with  equal  velocity  in  broken 
Englifh,  cried  “  the  pain  is  here ,  the  pain  is  here 
imagining,  doubtlefs,  that  by  encompafiing  fo  large 
a  portion  of  the  body,  he  could  not  fail  of  including 
the  difbrdered  part.  After  the  Dodtor  had,  in  this 
abrupt  hafty  manner,  gueffed  for  fome  time  at  every 
part  of  the  body  as  the  feat  of  pain  and  difeafe,  but 
the  right  one  ;  the  gentleman  informed  him*  that  he 
frequently  fuffered  the  molt  accute  pain  at  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  penis,  particularly  after  walking  or  any 
fevere  exercife  ;  and  likewife  when  he  pafifed  urine, 
which  he  could  effedt  only  by  drops.  The  Dodtor 
as  quick  as  lightning  anfwered,  “  Aye,  Aye,  Aye , 
“  you  are  right,  I  meant  that ,  that  is  the  pain  you 
“  have  v  it  is  an  uncommon  dif order .  I  have  had  two 
cc  thoufand  patients  in  London ,  and  only  one  (fo  young) 
“  with  your  diforder .  It  is  a  liver  complaint ;  hut  I 
u  will  cure  you  A  He  then  recommended  him  to  take 
fome  pills  three  times  every  day,  and  alfo  his  green 
drops,  and  particularly  infilled  upon  the  ufe  of  much 
exercife.  In  compliance  with  thefe  directions  the 
pattent  fuffered  for  many  weeks  the  moft  excruciating 
pains ;  but  his  confidence  in  the  Dodtor  prompted 
him  to  perfevere,  till  worn  down  by  the  moft  racking 

pain 
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pain  in  the  parts  firft  complained  of,  he  addrelfed 
him  by  letter,  and  fent  with  it  another  vial  of  urine ; 
upon  the  infpedtion  of  which.  Dr.  Myersbach  de¬ 
clared  his  patient  was  better,  “  that  there  were  three 
cc  ulcers  in  the  bladder ,  which  the  urine  dif covered^  and 
“  that  he  would  cure  them ,  if  his  medicines  zvere  per - 
4  4  fijled  in  for  three  month and  plenty  of  exercife  zvas 
“  taken” 

Thus  amufed,  the  patient  dragged  on  a  niiferable 
life  to  the  end  of  February.  Agony  and  violent  in¬ 
flammation  in  the  part  affedted,  having  at  length  be¬ 
come  too  exceflive  to  admit  of  ufing  exercife,  he  was 
necefiitated  to  keep  his  bed ;  and  from  reft  a  mitiga¬ 
tion  of  pain  took  place  :  this  convinced  him  he  had 
been  ufed  improperly,  although  Dr.  Myersbach  re* 
peatedly  infilled  upon  the  ufe  of  exercife. 

After  dear-bought  experience,  W.  C.  was  too  fenfible 
how  much  he  had  been  deceived,  to  depend  upon  fo 
reign  emigrants.  He  applied  to  Engliftimen  in  the 
profeflion  *,  was  cut  for  the  ftone  by  a  furgeon,  who 
extracted  a  very  large  one;  and  he  now  enjoys  perfedt 
health. 

There  is  one  circumftance  in  the  prefent  cafe  which 
ftiould  not  be  omitted  :  when  Dr.  Myersbach  muft 
have  perceived  the  patient  was  convinced  of  his  ig¬ 
norance,  he  attempted  to  perfuade  the  unhappy  fuf- 
ferer  that  he  had  exadtly  three  ulcers  in  his  bladder, 
which  he  pretended  to  fee  in  his  urine— What  a  mif- 

fortune 
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fortune  it  was,  that  all  the  urine  difcharged  at  once 
was  not  exhibited,  by  which  the  Dodlor  might  have 
feen,  not*  only  the  three  ulcers,  but  the  ilone  like- 
wife,  This  reminds  me  of  a  cafe  in  the  north  of 
England,  where  water-conjurers  abound.  A  coun¬ 
tryman  had  brought  his  wife’s  urine,  and  after  it  had 
been  extorted  from  him  that  his  wife  had  fallen  down 
flairs,  and  thereby  received  an  injury  ;  the  Dodlor 
over-earnefl  to  fhew  his  knowledge,  declared  it  was 
four  fleps  fhe  had  fallen  down  *,  the  countryman, 
however,  inf  fled  it  was  twelve  :  but,  rejoins  the 
Dodtor,  Have  you  brought  all  the  water  ?  No,  re¬ 
plied  the  countryman.  Aye  there  it  is  !  concludes 
the  Dodlor ;  you  have  left  the  eight  fleps  in  the 
chamber-pot. 

The  man  went  home  fully  convinced  of  the  Doc¬ 
tor’s  fagacity. 

Obfervations  on  W.  C’s.  Cafe . 

I  have  not  examined  the  medicines  in  the  above 
cafe;  but  as  Dr.  Myersbach  has  in  many  inflances, 
wherein  I  have  been  confulted,  given  fleel  and  aloes  in 
the  form  of  pills,  after  declaring  the  liver  to  beaffedled, 
there  is  reafon  to  prefume  the  fame  were  exhibited 
here  alfo;  and  if  fo,  we  may  venture  to  fay,  he 
could  not  have  adminiflered  any  medicines  more 
likely  to  aggravate  the  pains  and  other  fymptoms  at¬ 
tending  a  flone  in  the  bladder.  The  Dodlor  recom¬ 
mended  with  his  pills  frequent  exercife,  for  a  difeafe 
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wherein  every  phyfician  in  Europe  would  have  en¬ 
joined  reft  ;  and  from  the  inflammation  and  agonies 
which  the  medicines,  or  exercifc,  or  both,  produced, 
one  may  candidly  conclude,  that  a  further  perfeve- 
rance  in  the  regimen  recommended,  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  fuch  an  aggravation  of  mifery,  as  could  have 
ended  only  with  the  life  of  this  worthy  young  gentle¬ 
man.  I  cannot,  even  at  this  period,  refled:  upon 
the  tortures  he  buffered,  without,  horror ;  as  he  fre¬ 
quently  declared  what  a  mercy  he  fliould  think  it, 
were  death  to  clofe  his  bufferings.  But  are  health  and 
life  to  be  thus  trifled  with?  What  confluence  muft 
that  man  poffefs,  who  mdifcriminately  exhibits  the 
fame  medicine-  to  every  age,  and  difeafe,  when  at 
the  fame  time  he  knows  he  is  ignorant  of  the  lei- 
ence  to  which  he  pretends  ?  Are  there  no  laws  to  pu- 
nifh  that  man  who  robs  another  of  health,  the  deareft 
bleffing  of  life,  without  which  life  is  a  burthen  ? 

Before  I  conclude,  I  fhall  notice  a  flight-of-hand, 
which  has  already  deceived  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
town.  It  was  obferved.in  the  preceding  cafe,  with 
what  velocity  Dr.  Myersbach  moves  his  hands  from 
one  part  of  the  body  to  the  other,  all  the  time  faying 
cc  the  pain  is  here,  the  pain  is  here:”  by  this  means  he 
muft  unavoidably,  nine  times  in  ten,  approach  near 
the  part  where  the  patient  feels  moft  pain,  who 
immediately  mentions  where  it  is  ;  and  the  Do&or. 
replying  that  that  was  the  part  he  meant,  deceives  the 
patient  into  a  belief,  that  his  difeafe,  hitherto  un¬ 
known,  is  now  precifely  difeovered,  and  his  admira¬ 
tion 
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tibii  is  equally  excited  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
difcovery  is  made. 

CASE  X. 

M.  L.  a  lady  about  34^  who,  during  the  fpace  of 
many  months  had  laboured  under  an  uneafy  fenfatioit 
in  the  region  of  the  liver,  with  flying  pains  about  the 
abdomen,  and  alio  under  the  clavicle  of  the  fame 
fide,  applied  to  Dr.  Mvsrsbach  about  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1 776;  who  upon  looking  at  the  urine, 
without  afking  a  fingle  quellion,  declared  “  foe  had 
“  a  difeafe  in  the  kidney s,  but  that  he  would  ajfuredly 
iC  cure  herd*  He  gave  her  his  pills  and  green  drops, 
which  affording  no  relief,  he  added  the  red  and  white 
powders ;  but  the  fymptoms  continuing  equally  vio¬ 
lent,  fhe  was  induced  to  apply  to  gentlemen  of  cha¬ 
racter  in  the  profeflion,  who  adviled  fuch  remedies  as  , 
they  judged  moil  likely  to  remove  the  gall-ftbnes, 
which  they  fuppofed  to  be  the  caule  of  her  complaint, 
and  in  which  they  were  confirmed  by  the  temporary 
jaundice  that  accompanied  every  violent  attack,  which 
Hie  had  undergone.  Their  practice  was  fuccefsful ; 
many  large  gall-ftones  were  evacuated  by  ftool,  and 
the  lady  is  now  in  much  better  health,  happy  in  her 
efcape  from  ignorance  fupported  by  impudence. 

.  .  ■  -  (  -  • 

Remarks  on  the  above  Cafe * 

The  pain  which  is  felt  in  the  biliary  duCts,  is  a 
proof  or  the  inflammation  to  which  thofe  parts  are 
liable  ;  and  therefore  every  additional  ftimulus  muff 
V  E  2  aggravate 
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aggravate  the  pain,  and  encreafe  the  danger  of  the 
patient’s  life.  Stimulating  pills  were  excellently  cal¬ 
culated  to  anfwer  thefe  difmal  effedts,  by  augment¬ 
ing  the  difeafe  :  and  how  far  the  evil  might  have 
been  extended,  can  be  conceived  only  by  fuch  as  have 
felt  the  pangs  of  the  Hone,  or  thofe  from  biliary  ob- 
ftrudtions. 

CASE  XI. 

T.  W.  a  gentleman  about  36  years  of  age,  whofe 
Country  refidence  was  at  Hommerton,  near  Hackney, 
requeued  my  advice  early  laft  fpring  ;  he  had  then 
an  abfeefs  of  the  pfoas  mufcle,  attended  with  hedtic 
fymptoms,  and  great  debility  ;  he  was,  however,  juft 
able  to  enjoy  the  air  in  a  carriage,  and  by  the  ul'e  of 
bark  and  other  tonic  remedies,  the  fymptoms  were 
rather  moderated  •,  and  thefe,  joined  with  the  judici^ 
ous  treatment  of  his  furgeon,  T.  Armiger,  produced 
a  better  difeharge  from  the  abfeefs.  In  this  danger¬ 
ous  fttuation  I  left  him  in  the  month  of  May  on. ac¬ 
count  of  my  own  health,  and  did  not  vifit  him  till 
two  months  afterwards.  In  the  interval  he  fent  for 
Dr.  Myersbach,  and  his  method  of  treatment  has 
been  communicated  to  me  by  the  furgeon. 

“  Dr.  Myersbach,  as  foon  as.  he  was  introduced 
“  to  the  patient,  gained  his  confidence,  by  the  moft 
“  pofitive  aflurances  of  his  recovery,  offering  to  wa- 
fcC  gcr  an  hundred  guineas  that  he,  would  cure  Mr.  IV. 

He  began  the  cure  by  giving  aloetig  pills,  and 
:  .  3  “  fome 
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cc  fome  drops.  The  firft  dofe  of  the  pills  gave  this 
“  debilitated  gentleman  about  forty  {tools,  and  the 
“  purging  continued  for  fome  days  fuccefiively  were 
“  though  with  lefs  violence  ;  the  pills,  however, 
cc  repeated  in  fmaller  dofes.  Thefe  exceffive  evacu- 
“  ations,  and  wafhing  the  abfcefs  with  lime-water, 
“  agreeable  to  Dr.  Mversbach’s  diredtions,  confi- 
“  derably  ^iminifhed  the  difcharge  from  it,  and  en- 
e(  creafed  the  hedtic  fymptoms ;  and  for  the  firit  time 
(C  during  his  illnefs,  a  total  lofs  of  appetite  fucceeded. 
66  The  Dodtor  diredted  alfo  hot  applications  to  the 
“  leg  and  thigh  of  one  fide,  which  brought  on  an 
64  enormous  fwelling  of  the  limb,  and  the  molt  ex- 
u  cruciating  pains,  which  even  large  dofes  of  opium ' 
u  could  never  remove. 

“  In  this  dreadful  lituation  he  lay  for  about  two 
“  weeks,  the  Dodtor  all  the  time  infilling  that  th 
“  patient  was  in  a  good  way  ;  and  when  the  limb  put 
ic  on  the  appearance  of  mortification,  within  two 
u  days  of  the  patient’s  death,  the  Dodlor  declared 
“  he  was  recovering  :  and  fo  deluded  was  this  worthy 
gentleman  with  thefe  confident  aflurances,  that  he 
u  continued  to  his  lait  moments  fully  perfuaded  he 
u  Ihould  recover.” 

Ob ferv ations  on  the  foregoing  Cafe . 

Though  every  attempt  of  the  faculty  to  detedl  ig¬ 
norance  and  impofture,  will  by  the  weak  and  the  in- 
terefted  be  afcribed  to  envy  or  refentment^  yet  when 

a  cler- 
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a  clergyman  of  Dr.  W — ’s  eminent  charadter  Hands 
forth  on  the  fide  of  truth  and  juft  ice,  with  that  can¬ 
dor  and  philanthropy  for  which  he  is  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  amongft  thole  by  whom  he  is  beft  known, 
we  may  hope,  that  the  veil  of  delulion  will  at  length 
be  removed,  and  the  people  again  reftored  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe.  Dr.  W.  with 
that  opennefs  which  always  accompanies  a  confcien- 
tious  difcharge  of  focial  duties,  has  permitted  me  to 
make  ufe  of  his  name  in  the  following  letter  ;  but  as 
I  have  hitherto  principally  ufed  initials,  I  fhall  prefer 
that  method  in  the  prefent  inftance,  not  doubting 
but  that  the  candid  recital  contained  in  the  letter  will 
be  attended  with  equal  conviction  and  approbation. 

To  Dr.  LETT  SOM. 

SIR, 

THE  following  are  the  queries  I  propofed  to  Dr. 

Myersbach,  and  the  anfwers  he  returned  to 
me,  relative  to  the  difeafe  of  which  my  dear  brother 
lately  died.  I  fhould  have  propofed  many  more  could 
I  have  prevailed  with  the  Dodtor  to  lit  down  a  few 
minutes,  but  he  politely  excufed  himfelf,  as  being  in 

a  great  hurry  to  go  home.  As  I  am  no  adept  in 
medicinal  fcience,  I  ftiould  not,  however,  have  taken 
any  liberty  of  this  kind  with  a  regular  pradtitioner  ; 
but  I  was  prompted  to  it  in  this  cafe  from  a  fecret 
fufpicion  (which  many  concurring  circumftances  had 
excited  and  confirmed)  that  Dr.  Myers  bach-  was 
'  »  not 
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not  that  fkilful  phyfician  which  his  many  admirers 
had  boafted  him  to  be.  I  think  it  proper  to  obferve 
that  his  being  called  in  to  the  ailiftance  of  my  bro¬ 
ther,  was  merely  to  prevent  any  cenfures  being  thrown 
on  the  family,  as  having  neglected  any  means  in  their 
power,  and  to  fatisfy  the  importunity  of  fome  friends? 
who  were  very  confident  in  their  hopes,  from  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  this  wonder-working  empiric.  I  was  on  a 
journey  at  the  time,  and  knew  nothing  of  it  till  my 
return.  But  in  a  very  little  time  I  faw  reafon  to  fuf- 
peCt  his  ignorance  of  my  brother’s  cafe.  I  obferved 
that  fome  of  the  medicines  prefcribed  were  (as  far  as 
could  be  determined  without  an  analytical  procefs) 
to  all  appearance  the  very  fame  which  I  had  feen  at 
the  houfe  of  another  of  his  patients,  whofe  complaint 
was  as  different  from  my  brother’s,  as  it  was  pofkble 
for  any  two  cafes  to  be.  And  what  lerved  both  to 
confirm  my  fufpicion  and  excite  my  indignation  was, 
the  confidence  with  which  he  repeatedly  exprefled 
himfelf  as  to  the  recovery  of  my  brother,  who  had 
been  given  over  by  all  the  regular  practitioners  who 
had  attended  him.  On  his  firft  vifit  he  told  him,  that 
he  had  had  a  brother  exaCtly  in  the  fame  way  and  much 
worfe,  whom  he  had  perfectly  cured.  And  in  the 
laft  vifit  but  one  or  two,  when  the  patient  was  evi¬ 
dently  finking  apace,  he  faid  he  would  lay  an  hun¬ 
dred  guineas  he  jhould  cure  him .  But  what  put  the 
matter  out  of  all  queftion  with  me,  was  the  favoura¬ 
ble  view  in  which  I  found  he  had  reprefented  what 
every  man’s  common  fenfe  was  fufficient  to  inform 
him  moil  undoubtedly  indicated  the  progrefs  of  the 

diftemper. 
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diflemper :  and  upon  this  circumftance  I  grounded 
my  fourth  quejftion ;  his  anfwer  to  which  was  per¬ 
fectly  fatisfadlory  to  me,  that  I  had  neither  nfifiaken 
the  man  nor  his  medical  talents. 

Though,  therefore,  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  my 
brother’s  death  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  Doctor,  yet  I 
am  firmly  of  opinion,  that  his  attendance  upon  the 
deceafed,  viewed  in  all  its  circumftances,  affords  a 
ftrong  prefumptive  evidence,  at  leaft,  that  he  is  a  bold 
and  ignorant  adventurer  in  a  profefiion,  which  requires 
much  more  knowledge  of  the  human  frame,  and  of 
the  medicinal  art,  than  Dr.  Myerseach  is  poflef- 
fed  of.  I  am  extremely  happy  in  the  thought  that 
my  brother  did  not  fall  into  his  hands  till  the 
regular  and  qualified  practitioners  had  pronounced 
his  cafe  to  be  defperate;  and  I  fhould  be  equally  un- 
happy  to  have  any  beloved  relative  or  friend  of  mine 
entrufi:  themfelves  to  the  fkill  of  this  popular  profef- 
for.  But  though  I  can  entertain  no  high  opinion  of 
Dr.  Myersbach  as  a  phyfician,  I  muft  do  him  the 
jufticeto  fay  that  he  appears,  to  be  a  man  of  abili¬ 
ties  in  other  refpects,  has  a  polite  and  obliging  ad- 
drefs,  and  was  very  far,  in  my  brother’s  cafe,  from 
difeovering  any  thing  of  an  avaricious  or  mercenary 
temper,  having  frequently  refuted  a  fee  when  it  was 
offered  him.  You  are  at  liberty  to  make  what  ufe  you 
pleafe  of  the  preceding  account,  and  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

Tooting ,  Sept .  9,  1 776.  S.  W. 

t. 
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1.  Whence  do  you  think  the  matter  arofe* 
which  has  been  difcharged  at  the  abfcefs  ? 

A .  It  comes  from  the  liver,  the  overflowing  of 
the  gall  all  down  the  kidneys,  and  fo  into  the  hip, 

2.  Do  you  not  think  that  fome  of  the  mufcles 
are  afledted  ? 

A .  O  no  ;  it  is  a  bilious  complaint :  it  is  from 
the  blood,  which,  to  be  fure,  ihould  nourifh  the 
mufcles,  and  fo  in  time  they  w7ould  be  hurt. 

3;  But  you  do  not  then  think  the  complaint 
Is  feated  in  the  pfoas  mufcle. 

m  * 

A .  O  no,  no  fuch  thing ;  if  that  was  the  cafe^ 
there  would  have  been  mixed  convulfions. 

j^.  4.,  Pray,  Dodtor,  what  did  you  mean  by  faying, 
when  you  was  firfl:  informed  of  the  fwelling  in  the 
knee,  “  That  it  was  all  right,  and  vdiat  you  was 
aiming  at”  ?  With  what  view  did  you  aim  at  it  ? 
Or  how  did  you  fuppofe  that  would  operate  in  his 
favour  ? 

A .  He  feemed  much  ftaggered  at  this  queftion  ; 
was  filent  for  a  little  while  ;  and  then  replied,  “  You 

fee  I  would  bring  all  de  matter  together  A 

^•5* 
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J^.  5.  Do  you  think  that  the  colle&ion  of  matter 
in  the  knee,  is  at  all  connected  with  the  former  col¬ 
lection  of  matter,  or  that  it  proceeds  from  the  fame 
fource. 

A.  O  no,  not  at  all .  It  is  quite  a  feparate 

thing.  .  . 

* 

C  A  S  E  S  XII,  XIII. 

M.  E.  of  Swan-ftreet,  Minories,  13  years  of  age, 
tvas  atacked,  about  the  middle  of  May,  with  a  fever, 
accompanied  with  an  acute  pain  in  the  head,  and  a 
vertigo  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  rendered  her  incapable 
of  moving  in  her  room :  at  the  commencement  of 
this  fever  Ihe  was  affeCted  with  hot  and  cold  fits, 
which  in  a  day  or  two  recurred  at  more  diftant  and 
regular  intervals,  the  fever  ufually  returning  in  the 
evening  and  remitting  towards  morning.  On  the 
24th  the  family  fent  a  vial  of  the  patient’s  urine  to 
Dr.  Myersbach,  who  ordered  his  pills  and  green 
drops  to  be  perfevered  in  till  Ihe  recovered ;  but  the 
fever  and  delirium  were  daily  fo  much  augmented, 
as  to  induce  the  parents  to  defire  my  attendance  about 
four  days  afterwards,  when  the  fymptoms  were  fuch 
as  excited  their  ..enderefl:  and  moil  alarming  appre- 
henfions.  Thepulfe  at  this,  time  beat  120  ftrokes  in 
a  minute,  and  felt  hard  ;  the  head-ach  was  fo  excru¬ 
ciating,  that  flepping  over  the  floor  was  almofi:  in¬ 
tolerable,  and  fo  was  the  light ;  a  cough  attended, 
and  dilirium ;  and  the  little  flumbers  were  difturbed 
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with  convulfive  motions  in  the  limbs,  eyes,  and 
mufcles  of  the  face.  I  faw  that  time  was  precious, 
and  ordered  cupping-glafles  to  be  immediately  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  head  and  neck,  by  which  feveral  ounces 
of  blood  were  procured.  Antimonials  and  relaxants 
were  the  remedies  I  employed  j  and  a  cooling  diet 
was  adopted.  At  the  commencement  of  June  fhe 
was  relieved  from  her  complaints,  and  went  into  the 
country  to  recruit  her  ftrength. 

Remarks  on  the  foregoing  Cafe. 

The  fever  which  attacked  this  girl  was  attended 
with  fuch  a  delirium  and  acute  head-ach,  as  appeared 
to  me  to  threaten  a  rupture  of  fome  veftel  in  the  head, 
which  might  end  in  fuppuration  and  death  :  this  con- 
lideration  induced  me  to  order  the  patient  to  be  cup¬ 
ped  and,  with  the  lofs  of  blood,  the  delirium  ceaf- 
ed,  and  the  head-ach  and  fever  were  greatly  mitigat¬ 
ed,  as  might  be  expedted  from  the  previous  ftate  of 
the  pulfe,  the  phrenitic  delirium,  and  other  fymp- 
toms. 

The  candid  reader  muft  perceive  to  what  a  preci¬ 
pice  of  danger  this  only  child  was  expofed,  by  tak¬ 
ing  fuch  hot  ftimulating  medicines  as  Dr.  Myers- 
bach’s  pills  and  green  drops  in  a  raging  fever ;  and 
will  be  ready  to  conclude,  that  if  regular  pradtice  had 
not  been  requefted  at  the  very  inftant  it  was  done, 
her  life  muft  have  been  the  filent  vidtim  of  prefuming 
ignorance. 


Fa 
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As  I  had  attended  this  family  about  twelve  months 
before,  I  could  not  avoid  upbraiding  the  parents  for 
their  ingratitude,  as  well  as  their  credulity,  in  truft- 
ing  to  a  ftranger  the  life  of  an  only  child  :  they  ex- 
cufed  themfelves  by  alluring  me,  it  was  fubmitted  to 
at  the  prelling  lolicitation  of  a  particular  friend,  who 
ftiled  him,  the  great  DoElor ,  and  had  heard  wonderful 
things  of  him,  .  ;v 

€i  l  J  ..  .»  .  ••  <  i  «'  l  *  *  •  »•  * 

Many  of  this  great  Do or’ s  patients,  whom  I  have 
been  requefted  to  viitt,  have  made  fimilar  pretexts, 
to  exculpate  themfelves  from  the  imputation  of  folly 
and  credulity  ♦,  for  however  weak  the  Englilh  may  be 
in  crediting  the  marvellous,  few  of  them  when  de¬ 
ceived  are  willing  to  have  their  weaknefs  known :  had 
they  added  with  that  caution  and  found  judgment,  for 
which  they  are  juftly  celebrated  in  other  important 
concerns,  the  ignorance  of  the  great  Dodlor  had  long 
ago  been  detected,  and  numerous  impofitions  and  mif- 
chiefs  have  been  obviated.  I  make  this  reflection  from 
an  unfortunate  circumftance  which  happened  about 
this  time  :  I  was  then  attending  a  lady  in  Cornhill, 
of  fenfe  and  difcernment,  and  ihe  was  delired  to  con- 
fult  Dr.  Myersbach  by  a  gentleman,  who  I  am 
perfuaded  adted  from  dilinterefted  motives  of  friend- 
lhip,  as  he  foon  after  trufted  the  health  and  life  of 
his  amiable  lady,  to  the  care  of  this  great  Doctor : 
when  her  death  was  approaching,  two  or  three  regu** 
lar  phyficians  were  haflily  called  in  to  avert  the  fud- 
den  and  melancholy  change ;  but  without  effedt. 


Had 


(  37  ) 


Had  a  little  Doffior,  that  is,  one  who  has  applied 
to  the  Undies  and  duties  of  his  profeffion  with  unre¬ 
mitting  induftry  for  a  feries  of  years,  who  lives 
amongft  his  countrymen  with  an  unblemifhed  cha¬ 
racter,  and  pretends  to  fuch  knowledge  only  as  is  ra¬ 
tional,  and  within  the  compafs  of  human  acquire¬ 
ment,  this  doctor  might  have  loft  his  reputation  by 
fuch  a  cataftrophe  ;  but  I  do  not  find  that  the  great 
Dottor  has  delcended  one  ftep  lower  fince  this  bold 
exhibition  of  the  wonderful  and  marvellous . 

This  evinces  how  cautious  individuals  fhould  be 
who  have  found  benefit  from  Dr.  Myers  bach’s  me¬ 
dicines,  in  recommending  to  their  friends  fuch  an 
indifcriminate  practice;  as  it  is  now  fully  afcertained, 
that  he  adminifters  fimilar  remedies  to  all  conftituti- 
ons  and  difeafes ;  and  common  fenfe  muft  point  out, 
that  what  is  ufeful  in  one  difeafe,  cannot  but  prove 
injurious  in  a  contrary  difeafe,  and  confequently  the 
doCtrine  of  kill  or  curey  is,  to  fay  the  leaft  againft  it, 
extremely  hazardous. 

CASE  XIV.  » 

J.  T.  of  Charles-ftreet,  Hatton-Garden,  25  years 
old,  of  a  thin  fpare  habit  of  body,  from  fome  dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  ufual  difcharges,  was  perfuaded  to  have 
the  opinion  of  Dr.  Myersbach  ;  but  her  diffidence 
preventing  her  from  attending  in  perfon  with  a  vial 
of  her  own  urine,  a  lady  of  her  acquaintance  accepted 
the  office,  and  the  DoCtor,  immediately  after  infpeCt- 
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ing  the  urine,  declared,  “  the  young  zvoman  was  in  a 
“  dropfy ,  but  that  he  knew  he  could  cure  her” 

On  the  nth  of  June  I  vifited  this  unfortunate 
young  woman  :  it  was  then  a  week  after  this  Dodtor 
of  urines  had  fent  his  pills  and  green  drops  to  remove 
this  fuppofed  dropfy.  The  appearance  which  fhe 
now  made  excited  companion  and  horror.  She  had 
kept  abroad  as  ufual  before  the  German  medicines  •* 
had  been  taken.  A  cough  had  fince  enfued,  with 
other  hedtic  fymptoms  \  the  ftomach  was  racked  by 
retching ;  the  eyes  were  funk  *  and  the  feeble  voice 
fcarce  able  to  relate  the  fource  of  her  miferies,  from 
which  I  daily  expedted  death  would  releafe  her. 

Remarks  on  the  above  Cafe . 

The  friend  who  prefented  the  young  woman's 
urine,  obferved  to  me,  fince  Hie  overcame  her  own 
deception,  that  all  other  patients,  of  different  ages  and 
fexes,  were  treated  with  the  fame  pills  and  drops. 
Yet  fo  deluded  was  fhe,  by  the  pofitive  affertion  of 
Dr.  Myersbach,  that  he  would  cure  this  dropfy, 
as  to  adminifter  to  her  friend  thofe  very  medicines, 
which  fhe  knew  had  been  given  by  the  Dodtor  for 
very  different  complaints,  an  inftance  of  which  a- 
mongft  others  fhe  gave  in  the  cafe  of  a  coachman  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

This  affords  a  flriking  proof  to  what  a  degree  the 
human  mind  may  be  blinded,  by  the  voluntary  fup- 

preffion 
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preffion  of  that  reafon,  which  if  exerted  in  the  lead: 
degree,  might  have  detected  the  impofition.  I  ought 
to  do  juftice  in  this  place  to  a  lady  of  my  acquain¬ 
tance  who  vifited  Dr.  Myersbach  a  few  weeks  be¬ 
fore,  with  a  vial  of  urine,  and  half  a  guinea,  and 
received  in  return  a  direction  for  medicines,  from  his 
apothecary,  amounting  to  eight  lhillings.  She  at¬ 
tended  in  the  fhop  till  her  medicines  were  prepared, 
during  which  time  die  faw  eighteen  perfons,  women , 
girls ,  boys,  and  men ,  receive  their  refpedtive  medi¬ 
cines,  which  die  obferved  were  poured  out  of  the 
fame  bottles  ;  and  this  circumftance  at  once  appeared 
fuch  an  evident  mark  of  want  of  Ikill,  and  injurious 
indifcrimination,  as  to  induce  her  to  lofe  her  money, 
rather  than  ride  her  future  health;  and  die  has  not 
yet  repented  of  her  choice. 

CASE  XV. 

June  the  nth ,  1776. 

W.  S.  a  young  gentleman  in  Holborn,  of  a  hec¬ 
tic  habit,  but  at  this  time  without  any  urgent  fymp- 
tom,  excepting  remittent  feverilh  heat,  and  a  dight 
cough;  applied  to  Dr.  Myersbach,  wTho  allured 
him  he  had  a  feurvy  in  the  kidneys ,  and  gave  him 
green  drops  and  pills  :  after  continuing  thefe  about  a 
week,  he  thought  himfelf  much  worfe;  the  fever  was 
increafed,  the  cough  more  violent,  night-fweats  had 
come  on,  and  great  debility  enfued  •,  which  induced 
him  again  to  confult  the  German  oracle,  who  indited 
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his  patient  was  in  a  very  favourable  way,  adding,  that 
before  the  getting  well,  it  was  ufualto  be  worle  from 
the  firft  ufe  of  medicine  :  the  patient  was  ordered 
to  take  the  fweet  drops,  and  to  continue  the  other 
medicines,  in  hopes  that  as  he  had  furvived  the  firft 
onfet,  the  good  effects  were  now  to  be  expected  ;  but 
after  ten  days  further  perfeverence,  he  unfortunately 
found  himfelf  confiderably  in  more  danger,  and  this 
induced  him  to  feek  relief  in  a  rational  manner  :  he 
applied  to  an  apothecary  in  Gracechurch-ftreet,  who 
recommended  fuch  a  courfe  of  medicine,  that  when 
I  faw  the  patient,  I  made  no  alteration  but  in  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  diet* 

CASE  XVI. 

,  t  s  ,  •  f'  :  j. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  1 776,  J.  White,  of 
Bifhopfgate-ftreet,  40  years  of  age,  applied  to  Dr* 
Myersbach  for  a  fwelling  in  his  legs ;  the  Do6lor, 
after  infpedting  the  urine,  told  him,  cc  it  was  ob - 
JlruBed  Jlime  in  the  kidney r,  which  he  would  removed 1 
This  he  attempted  to  do  by  his  green  drops  alone  ; 
but  a  few  days  after  the  patient  returned  with  his 
thighs,  as  well  as  his  legs,  greatly  tumifled ;  the 
Doctor  told  him  he  was  better,  and  that  the  diforder 
was  moving  downwards,  and  added  the  fweet  dropsy 
and  the  red  powder,  each  to  be  taken  three  times 
every  day ;  and  every  morning  he  gave  a  ftrong 
purging  powder,  for  2 1  days  fucceffively ;  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  patient’s  body  became  much 
enlarged,  a  flu&uation  of  water  was  evident,  and  a 
■  ■'  ~  ~  3  general 
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general  anafarca  fpread  over  the  body-,  the  breath 
was  now  laborious*  the  third;  intolerable*  and  death 
feemed  approaching,  although  the  German  oraele 
would  have  perfuaded  the  patient  at  the  fame  time 
that  his  cure  was  advancing  :  I  faw  him  on  the  26th* 
and  am  doubtful  of  his  recoveryi  Dr*  Kooystra 
attended  me  in  this  vifit,  which  was  my  flrd,  and 
heard  the  patient  relate  the  above  particulars. 

Remarks  on  the  above  Cafe * 

I  do  not  imagine  that  the  green  drops  or  tindhire 
of  tanly,  could  have  injured  this  patient ;  neither  do 
I  lay  much  charge  to  the  red  powder,  which  is  prim 
cipally  falt-petre  *  nor  to  the  fweet  drops  *whieh  con¬ 
tain  chiefly  fugar ;  but  this  I  will  venture  to  fay^ 
that  in  a  dropfy  and  anafarca,  like  the  prefent*  where 
the  patient  was  primarily  feeble*  the  adminidering 
frequent  drong  purges*  was  the  mod  dangerous 
practice  that  could  have  been  adopted*  and  mud 
foon  have  proved  fatal,  had  not  their  ufe  beetl  inter- 
.  di&ed  :  the  event*  indeed*  dill  appears  unfavourable 
to  this  deluded  man.  I  have  known  one  drong 
purge  prove  fatal  in  a  dropfy  *  but  is  it  not  a  fpecies 
of  manflaughter  to  exhibit  one  every  day,  till  the 
miferable  vidtim  of  ignorance  deeps  in  his  grave  ? 

CASE  KVIL 

E.  J.  a  lady  redding  in  Thames-dreet,  applied  to 
Dr*  Myersbach,  near  the  beginning  gf  J\me,  with  a 
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vial  of  urine,  which  he  inipe&ed  in  a  very  (light 
manner,  and  told  her  (lie  had  the  rheumatifm  in  her 
fiomach ,  and  a  diforder  in  the  womb.  She  fufpe&ed 
that  her  fymptoms  arofe  from  pregnancy  ;  but  the 
Dodtor  allured  her  lhe  was  not  with  child,  and  that 
he  would  cure  her  complaints  very  foon  :  at  her  firft 
application  lhe  had  drops  and  fdver  pills ;  and  fome 
little  addition  of  medicine  upon  her  fecond  applica- 
tion  •,  but  when  I  faw  her,  fome  of  the  remedies  which 
had  been  prefcribcd  were  miflaid  or  loft.  However, 
after  ufing  them  about  a  week,  a  flooding  enfued, 
which  induced  her  to  confult  a  medical  gentleman, 
who  is  an  honor  to  his  profeflion,  and  he  very  foon 
cured  this  rheumatifm  in  the  fiomach ,  by  delivering 
her  of  two  dead  children.  She  told  me  that  lhe  mull 
have  been  fix  months  gone  with  child,  when  Dr. 
Myersbach  firft  difcovered  by  her  water,  lhe  had 
the  rheumatifm  in  her  fiomach .  She  confirmed,  what 
I  had  often  heard  before,  that  lhe  faw  fome  of  the 
fame  perfons  at  the  Dodlor’s  houfe  on  both  her  viflts, 
who  proclaimed  in  a  very  powerful  manner,  what 
wonders  the  Doctor  had  performed ,  where  others  had' 
failed  which  has  occafioned  feveral  real  patients  to 
fufpedt,  that  thefe  trumpeters  of  the  German’s  fame 
do  not  exhibit  without  a  luitable  gratuity. 

This  is  not  the  only  example  of  a  flooding,  with 
which  I  have  been  acquainted,  after  the  ufe  of  Dr. 
Myersbach’s  ftimulating  pills  ;  and  therefore  it  be¬ 
comes  women  who  wilh  to  raife  a  young  family,  to 
conlider  how  they  trifle  with  their  own  health.  Such 
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a  complaint  does  not  always  end  fo  favorably  as  the 
prefcnt,  with  the  death  only  of  two  children  •,  it  is 
not  unfrequent  for  the  mother  likewife  to  fharc  the 
fame  fate. 

CASE  XVIII. 

In  the  beginning  of  Augufl  I  prefcribed  for  a  lady 
near  town,  who  had  been  about  eight  months  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Myersbach,  and  though  fhe  found 
no  benefit  from  his  drops  and  pills,  he  aflerted  fo  pofi- 
tively  that  his  patient  was  daily  growing  better,  that  fhe 
continued  under  the.  impofition  for  fo  long  a  period ; 
at  length,  however.  Die  allured  him,  that  fhe  per¬ 
ceived  her  health  declining,  and  her  ilrength  daily 
diminifhing.  He  then  repeated  his  aflurances  that  he 
would  cure  her,  but  that  fhe  muft  wait  till  he  could 
receive  a  powder  from  Germany ,  which  could  not  be 
procured  in  London  ;  this  not  fatisfying  her,  fhe 
mentioned  the  cafe  to  one  of  her  acquaintance,  who 
happened  to  have  been  deceived  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  was  then  alfo  waiting  for  this  German  powder  : 
they  found  loon  after,  that  fome  others  had  been  im¬ 
posed  upon  by  the  fame  pretence,  and  their  Qyes 
were  effe&ually  opened,  without  the  application  of 
the  German  powder . 

CASE  XIX. 

Auguil  ioth,  1776.  This  day  I  was  defired  to 
yifjt  the  wife  of  J,  S.  in  Cannon-flreet,  a  young  wo- 
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man  who  had  long  laboured  under  various  nervous 
complaints,  the  ufual  concomitants  of  a  delicate 
perfon  and  a  weak  habit  of  body.  Her  hulband, 
who  was  anxious  for  her  health,  applied  to  Dr. 
Myersbach  about  midfummer  laft,  with  a  vial  of 
his  wife’s  urine;  but  as  J,  S.  is  himfelf  a  thin  perfon 
of  a  valetudinary  appearance,  the  Dodtor  imagined 
he  came  upon  his  own  account,  and  told  him,  as  he 
does  his  fex  in  general,  that  his  dif order  was  in  the 
liver ;  but  J.  S.  allured  him,  the  water  belonged  to  his. 
wife,  on  whofe  account  he  then  attended  him  ;  Jyer 
aye ,  replied  the  Dodtor,  me  do  feer  it  be  a  diforder  in 
de  womb ,  the  complaint  he  generally  applies  to  the 
female  fex. 

The  drops  and  pills  not  removing  this  imaginary 
diforder  in  the  womb ,  induced  her  to  apply  to  me  \ 
and  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  other  tonics,  have  af¬ 
forded  her  fo  much  relief,  that  there  is  no  reafon 
to  doubt  her  recovery. 

CASE  XX. 

*  *  1  *  *  '*  •  >  4  ^  '  j  x  f 

Augufl  ioth,  177 6.  Elizabeth  Nottingham,  of 
Tower-hill,  applied  to  Dr.  Myersbach  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  with  a  vial  of  urine  *:  he  told  her3  the 
diforder  was  in  the  womby  which  he  attempted  to  cure 
by  green  drops  and  pills.  Thefe  fhe  continued  to  take 
for  about  a  fortnight,  although  Ihe  grew  daily  worfe 
in  health ;  but  Ihe  peril  fled  longer  in  the  ufe  of  me¬ 
dicines  Ihe  found  manifeltly  injurious,  from  the  po¬ 
ll  tive 
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fitive  manner  in  which  the  Dodtor  affirmed  her  cure 
fhould  be  compleated. 

»  T  .  S  X  I  0 

•  *  ,  *  4  »  ;  *  $.  •  .  j  J  V  »  t  .  \  \  , 

When  fhe  applied  to  me,  die  fuffered  a  variety  of 
nervous  complaints :  her  drength,  her  appetite,  her 
fpirits  were  totally  impaired  ;  aijd  die  declared,  with  a 
hopelefs  remorle,  that  fhe  never  expedbed  thofe  af- 
feeding  fvmptoms  to  be  removed,  the  exidence  of 
Which  fhe  attributed  to  the  ufe  of  thefe  German  met 
dicines. 

Remark s  on  the  abovt  Cafe * 

i  '  (  .  ,  '  ‘  *  v 

I  have  never  yet  been  been  requeded  to  fee  any  of 
Df.  Myersbach’s  patients,  without  being  informed 
them,  that  the  Dodtor  had  given  them  hopes* 
that  he  would  mod  certainly  cure  them*  He  has 
told  many,  who  daily  grew  worfe  with  the  ufe  of  his 
medicines,  that  before  the  diforder  was  totally  re¬ 
moved,  they  would  probably  appear  in  a  more  dan¬ 
gerous  fituation,  but  that  that  was  only  a  prelude  to 
their  fudden  and  happy  recovery  :  Under  this  falfe 
hope,  many  a  valuable  life  has  been  repofed  in  his 
hands  to  the  lated  Moments,  expedting  in  vain*  that 
fudden  tranfition  to  health,  which  he  had  promifed* 
till  death  has  clofed  the  feene.  v  ' " 
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CASE  XXL 

'  '  ■  i  ■  ■  ; 

Auguft  14,  1776.  John  Horner,  ofFenchurch 
ftreet,  informed  me  that  he  confulted  Dr.  Myers- 
bach  with  a  vial  of  urine  in  May  laft,  who  told  him, 
he  had  Jllme  in  his  blood ,  and  the  fcurvy  in  the  kidneys  • 
for  which  imaginary  diforders,  he  gave  him  green 
drops,  fiver  pills,  and  black  pills  ;  when  after  two 
months  fruitlefs  dependence,  the  patient  requeued 
my  advice. 

I  found  he  had  laboured  under  a  fciatic  complaint, 
and  rheumatic  pains  in  his  joints,  for  about  fix 
months  :  I  adopted  a  plan  recommended  by  Dr. 
Fothergill,  *  and  in  ten  days  time,  I  had  the  fa- 
tisfadtion  to  find  my  patient  nearly  reftored  to  health. 

CASE  XXII. 

Auguft  14th,  1 776.  John  Rivington  of  SeacoaL 
lane,  applied  to  Dr.  Myersbach,  in  the  beginning 
of  June,  with  a  vial  of  his  urine  :  the  Dodtor  after 
examining  it,  told  the  patient  the  difeafe  zvas  jlime  in 
his  bloody  which  he  promifed  foon  to  remove,  and  for 
that  end  ordered  green  drops  and  pills  ;  thefe  the  pa¬ 
tient  continued  to  take  till  near  the  middle  of  Auguft, 
and  the  Jlim  ftill  remaining  where  it  was  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  June,  he  applied  to  me.  I  found  he 
was  hydochondriac,  and  laboured  under  many  ner- 

*  Medical  Inquiries  and  Obfervatioxis,  Vol.  4.  p.  69. 
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vous  fymptoms  •,  but  with  the  ufe  of  the  ufual  ner¬ 
vous  remedies,  and  gentle  exercife  upon  horleback, 
he  recovered  his  former  health  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
weeks. 

/  '  -  *  4  i  ,  f 

CASE  XXIII. 

Mary  Badman,  of  Duke-flreet,  Spitalfields,  ap¬ 
plied  to  Dr.  Myersbach  early  in  July,  with  a  vial 
of  urine  •,  who  told  her  Jhe  had  a  diforder  in  the  womb , 
which  he  would  relieve,  and  gave  her  his  ufual  rotine 
of  medicines.  From  the  day  fhe  began  the  ufe  of 
them,  her  pains  were  augmented,  and  continued  to 
encreafetill  I  faw  her  on  the  18th  of  Augufl. 

The  tortures  fhe  fuffered  were  violent  beyond  ex- 
preflion  ;  they  had  deprived  her  of  fleep  for  near  a 
week  pail,  and  in  the  height  of  the  fits,  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  hold  her  in  bed,  to  prevent  her  throwing  her- 
felf  upon  the  floor.  From  the  feat  of  the  pain,  wilich 
was  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys,  and  from  other 
circumftances,  it  was  evident,  that  there  wras  an  inflam¬ 
mation  of  thofe  vifcera,  and  that  the  pills  which  Dr. 
Myersbach  had  ordered  her  to  take  had  aggravated 
the  dileafe  *,  as  fhe  told  me,  they  wrere  fo  violent  in 
their  operation,  as  to  purge  exceflively,  and  even 
abrade  or  tear  off  the  mucous  of  the  bowels ;  a  flood¬ 
ing  likewife  enfued,  to  which  fhe  had  not  before 
been  liable  :  they  tailed  bitter,  and  I  doubt  not  but 
they  were  his  deobflruent  or  aloetic  pills,  page  13. 
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The  danger  of  giving  heating  medicines  in  an  in- 
fiammatiou,  is  known  to  every  body ;  and  had  this 
woman  been  pregnant,  there  cannot  remain  a  doubt* 
but  a  mifcarriage  muff  have  fucceeded  the  flooding, 
as  was  the  cafe  of  E.  J.  page  41,  who  I  have  already 
intimated  had  two  dead  children  in  confequence  of 
it. 

CASE  XXIV, 

t  *  ’  .  .  .  IT*  A-  »  j  ■  •  .  * »  *  V  ‘p  •  '  '  •  ‘  •  '  *  J  ‘  -  ,  -*  -  .  ‘  \  t  •  * 

M.L.  a  married  woman*  of  a  delicate  conftitution* 
refident  near  the  Royal  Exchange,  received  a  difeafe 
from  her  hufband*  which  made  him  avoid  confulting 
medical  gentlemen  of  his  acquaintance,  and  induced 
him  to  apply  to  Dr.  Myersbach,  with  a  vial  of  his 
wife’s  urine,  at  the  fame  time  acquainting  the  Do&or 
of  her  unfortunate  fituation.  It  was  natural  to  expect* 
that  a  difeafe  lb  univerfally  known,  would  have  been 
treated  in  a  manner  fomewhat  different  from  a  fever, 
a  dropfy,  an  afthma,  the  ffone,  a  confumption,  preg¬ 
nancy,  rheumatilm,  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or 
hyfferics,  which  I  have  obferved  were  all  treated  in  a 
fimilar  method  :  but  the  patient  acquainted  me,  that 
ihe  firft  had  green  drops  and  black  pills,  then  the 
fweet  drops  and  red  powder,  agreeable  to  the  Do<ff or’s 
ufualrotine;  that  after  a  month  and  two  days  attend¬ 
ance,  Ihe  'found  her  complaints  were  aggravated* 
her  ftrength  was  reduced,  and  her  ftomach  fo  weak¬ 
ened,  that  it  could  neither  retain  the  green  drops* 
which  are  a  tin&ure  from  tanfy,  nor  even  the  lighted: 
food.  She  lamented  in  the  moil  affecting  manner 
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her  delufion  ;  and  fhe  might  with  reafon,  for  I  think 
her  life  is  in  danger  from  the  ravages  of  a  difeafe, 
which,  at  its  commencement,  might  have  been  cured 
by  any  apothecary's  apprentice. 

CASES  XXV,  XXVI,  XXVII. 

On  the  23d  of  Auguft,  1 776,  J.  C.  a  gentleman 
near  Aldgate,  whofe  excellent  chr rafter  will  give 
weight  to  the  following  fadts,  attended  at  my  hcufs 
for  advice,  upon  his  own  account  *,  before  he  left 
me,  another  gentleman  came  in,  and  informed  me 
that  his  fervant  girl,  who  had  a  few  months  before 
confulted  Dr.  Myersbach  without  any  benefit,  was 
now  reftored  to  health  by  having  been  delivered  of  a 
fine  child.  I  replied,  that  the  Doctor  muft  have  ac¬ 
quired  great  credit  by  this  patient,  as  he  ufually  fays 
to  women,  their  dlforder  is  in  the  womb,  and  in  this 
inftance  he  muft  have  guefted  pretty  near  the  mark. 
J.  C.  who  was  then  a  ftranger  to  me,  liftened  to  our 
converfation,  and  interrupted  us  by  faying,  that  his 
wife  and  his  mother  were  then  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
^Iyersbach,  the  former  fince  the  ift  of  Auguft  for 
fome  nervous  complaints,  and  the  latter  fince  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  July  for  a  deafnefs ;  and  he  added,  that  he 
entertained  no  opinion  of  his  judgment,  fince  to  both 
patients  he  faid,  the  diforder  was  in  the  zvomb ,  and 
drops  and  pills  were  exhibited  to  both  :  this  gentle¬ 
man  likewife  told  me,  that  as  his  wife  and  his  mother 
were  rather  worfe  than  at  their  fir  ft  application, 
and  as  he  found  all  patients  were  treated  in  a  fimilar 
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manner,  he  would  advife  them  to  relinquilh  the 
German  Dodlor.  I  begged  him  to  perfuade  his  wife 
once  more  to  attend  ;  he  concluded  by  alluring  me, 
he  would  fend  his  water,*  in  {lead  of  his  wife’s,  in  ox^ 
der  tp  afeertajn  the  Doctor’s  fagacity, 

'  i  .  t  v,.-  a 

On  the  24th  of  Auguft,  J,  C.  waited  upon  the 
Ppdtor  with  his  own  urine,  and  introduced  it  as  be¬ 
longing  to  his  wife  :  he  looked  at  the  urine,  and  told 
the  hulband  that  he  perceived  by  it,  that  his  wife  was 
better  in  her  complaints ,  and  he  would  order  fomething 
that  would  forward  her  cure. 

I  have  the  Doctor’s  prefefiption  in  my  pofleffion  2 
it  contains  the  Bezoar  powder,  and  fome  pills,  The 
patient  was  now  convinced  of  the  confummate  impo~-> 
fition  fhe  had  been  brought  under,  and  requeued  my 
attendance  in  future.  She  likewife  prefented  me  with 
fome  of  Dr.  Mversbach’s  ifilver  pills,  of  which  I 
had  before  feveral  boxes,  and  as  many  of  the  other 
medicines  as  might  furnifh  a  country  quack’s  Ihop  $ 
but  in  London,  where  the  people  are  exceedingly 
wife,  the  marvellous  and  incredible  are  fwallowed  by 
wholefale. 

CASE  XXVIII, 

John  Lethiii  of  Gloucefterrflreet,  Quee n’s-fqu are, 
was  attacked  with  a  catarrhal  complaint  in  July  laft. 
The  cough  foon  became  very  troublefome,  and  a  fe- 
verifh  h£at  accompanied  it,  which  induced  him  to 

fend 


fend  his  Urine*  by  his  wife,  to  his  countryman  Dr. 
Myersbach,  who*  fuppofing  it  was  her  own,  told 
her,  die  had  a  diforder  in  the  womb :  but  die  replied 
that  it  was  her  hu  {band’s  water  •,  aye *  aye^  rejoin¬ 
ed  the  Dodtor,  I  fee  it  belong  to  a  many  he  be  very  bad 
indeed % 

•  4  '  •»  *  •V 

On  the  2d  of  September*  the  patient  confulted  me* 
when  he  intimated  that  his  health  had  been  ruined  by 
taking  the  German  medicines,  as  a  fpitting  of  blood 
had  fucCeeded  the  ufe  of  them,  with  an  encreafed  fe* 
ver,  night-fweats*  great  expectoration,  lofs  of  ftrength 
and  delh  :  his  fymptoms  indeed  forebode  a  ha  fly 
didblution,  which  probably  might  have  been  pre¬ 
vented  by  fuitable  remedies  and  diet  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  diforder,  which  the  Dodtor  faw  in 
the  wombk 
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SUCCESS  of  EMPIRICISM. 

THE  {kill  of  the  bed  phyflcian  has  been  baffled 
by  the  obflinacy  of  fome  difeafes,  or  the  mif- 
conduCt  of  patients  or  nurfes.  When  a  man  is  dis¬ 
appointed  of  a  hafty  cure,  he  often  flies  to  pretenders 
in  phyfic,  and  continues  with  regularity  the  ufe  of 
their  medicines  ;  and  whether  by  length  of  time,  in 
which  nature  cures  herfelf,  or  by  the  random  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  a  remedy,  they  fometimes  gain  the  credit  of 
a  cure  where  regular  practitioners  have  failed  *,  and 
when  fuch  inftances  occur,  they  are  blazed  about  in 
all  companies,  with  a  thoufand  wonderful  additions, 
which  captivate  the  attention  of  the  ignorant,  and  de¬ 
lude  their  underftanding :  were  the  patient  worfe, 
or  even  deftroyed,  Iharne  enfures  fllence,  and  public 
infamy  is  obviated. 

Upon  an  average,  out  of  every  hundred  patients, 
there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe,  eighty  would  be  reflored 
to  health  by  the  efforts  of  nature,  without  the  ufe  of 
medicine :  out  of  the  twenty  remaining  patients, 
fuppofe  the  empiric  cures  ten,  and  kills  as  many, 
there  will  be  ninety  remain  to  proclaim  the  character, 
of  the  DoCtor,  while  the  victims  lie  filent  in  the, 
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tomb.  Had  thefe  hundred  patients  consulted  a  regular 
and  rational  phydcian,  and  every  one  had  recovered, 
fcarce  a  fyllable  of  praife  had  been  heard,  and  filent 
approbation  alone  mud:  have  rewarded  his  confcious 
heart.  It  is  thus  that  one  fuccefsful  cafe,  under  the 
management  of  an  empiric,  meets  with  ten  times 
more  reward,  than  the  fame  fuccefs  would  have  en- 
fured  to  a  man  of  fkill  and  probity.'' 

There  are  certain  asras  favourable  to  the  views  of 
cunning  and  felf-intereded  men,  and  though  quack¬ 
ery  has  been  fafhionable  in  this  city  in  all  periods, 
the  prefent  feems  peculiarly  adapted  to  promote  its 
fuccefs  :  feveral  celebrated  quacks  have  lately  paid 
the  lad  debt  of  nature  ;  and  the  chafm  has  been  fup- 
plied  by  Dr.  Myerseach,  who,  by  water-conjuring 
merely,  without  a  tenth  part  of  their  medical  know¬ 
ledge,  has  acquired  double  their  pra&ice- :  fo  little, 
does  fortune  depend  upon  merit. 

I  remember  an  artful  conjurer  in  the  north  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  raifed  an  ample  fortune  from  the  igno-. 
ranee  of  the  country  people,  that  came  from  feveral 
neighbouring  counties  to  confult  him.  He  tutored 
his  fon,  a  forward  youth,  to  receive  the  votaries  in 
an  antichamber ;  and  to  propofe  fuch  quedions  to 
them,  as  Ihould  extort  the  motives  of  their  attend- 

r 

ance ;  during  which  time  the  father  placed  himfelf 
behind  a  fereen,  fo  as  to  hear  all  the  converfation. 
When  the  fon  had  gained  fufficient  information,  a 
certain  tap  on  the  fereen  was  agreed  upon  as  a  fignal 

to 
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to  introduce  the  patient  to  the  father,  by  the  moft  in* 
direct  turnings  the  houfe  afforded,  into  a  remote 
apartment,  where  the  father  had  previoufly  retired, 
to  repeat  to  the  patients,  on  their  entering  the  room* 
what  the  dialogue  in  the  antichamber  had  furnifhed* 
By  this  device  the  DoCtor  acquired  great  reputation  ; 
he  could  tell  the  difeafe  without  the  help  of  urine  $ 
and  the  deception  was  not  known  till  he  retired  upon 
his  fortune,  and  difclofed  his  own  ftratagems. 

In  the  time  of  Dr.  Ratcliff,  water-conjurers 
were  much  in  vogue,  and  it  was  ufual  for  patients, 
who  confulted  even  regular  practitioners,  to  bring 
with  them  a  vial  of  urine.  The  Dodtor,  who  knew 
that  reafoning  would  have  little  influence  upon  thole, 
who  had  furrendered  up  that  faculty  before  they  ap¬ 
plied  to  water-conjurers,  took  an  opportunity  to  try 
the  effedt  of  ridicule  upon  a  fhoemaker’s  wife,  who 
applied  to  him  with  her  hufband’s  urine :  the  DoCtor, 
after  pouring  out  the  contents  of  the  vial,  put  into  it 
as  much  of  his  own  urine,  “  Go>  faid  he  to  the  wo¬ 
man,  tell  your  hufband  to  make  me  a  fair  of  Jfjoes  by 
this  water  ;  for  he  will  know  by  it  how  to  fit  my  foot , 
as  well  as  I  can  by  his  water  what  difeafe  he  hasfi 
Ratcliff’s  charadter  gave  the  joke  fome  weight, 
and  injured  the  reputation  of  water-conjuring,  more 
than  a  hundred  cafes  of  manflaughter  would  have 
done* 

1  doubt  not  but  the  unaccountable  method  of  dif 
covering  difeafes,  which  water- conjurers  pretend  to, 
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k  one  means  of  recommending  them  to  the  confidence 
of  weak  minds,  who  admire  every  thing  that  is  be¬ 
yond  their  comprehenfion  ;  though  it  is  evident, 
from  the  circumftances  above  related,  that  Dr,  Mr- 
srsbach  knows  no  more  of  urine  than  the  patient, 
but  to  all  kinds  of  difeafes  exhibits  nearly  the  fame 
medicines  ;  and  bad  mu  ft  they  be  indeed,  if  in  fome 
indances  the  patient  does  not  meet  with  relief,  efpe- 
cially  as  they  are  often  directed  to  be  perfeVered  in 
for  three  months,  during  which  period  the  change  of 
weather,  or  the  change  in  the  patient’s  constitution, 
as  has  been  already  obferved,  may  probably  effect 
that  cure  which  has  been  afcribed  to  the  medicine, 

i  •  r  "  r  *  f  ) 
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It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  arts  made  ufe  of  by  the 
German  Water-Dodtor,  to  induce  his  patients  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  has  diicovered  their  diforder,  by  their 
urine,  as  in  cafe  9th,  and  in  other  inftances  which  I 
have  avoided  the  repetition  of.  Fie  fometimes  runs 
'his  hands  over  the  whole  body,  till  the  patient,  whole 
mind  is  enfeebled  by  difeafe,  or  hurried  by  the  evo¬ 
lutions -performed  about  his  body,  fixes  the  feat  of 
his  pain,  which  the  Dodor  immediately  repeats  af¬ 
ter  him,  and  the  deluded  perfon,  who  has  already 
furreftdered  up  his  judgment,  is  too  much  agitated 
'to  difcover,  that  what  he  told  the  Dodor  is  only  re¬ 
peated  to  him*,  and  he  goes  away  perluaded,  that 
whatever  he  -complained  of  was  now  firfl  difclofed  to 
■him. 
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Sometimes  the  Dodtor  has  ventured  to  guefs  at  the 
.dileafe,  but  I  know  no  in  (lance  of  his  guefling  right. 
He  feems,  indeed,  lb  fenfible  of  this,  that  he  moftly 
does  it  with  caution,  and  not  till  the  eagernefs  of  pa¬ 
tients  to  tell  their  complaints,  has  afforded  him  fome 
means  of  deceiving  them. 

People  who  are  eaftly  deceive*!  are  very  apt  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  dodtor’s  grimace,  and^  broken  len- 
tenccs,  amount  to  a  defcription  of  what  they  feel, 
and  they  return  fully  perfuaded  that  all  their  ailments 
are  difcovered.  I  have  heard  of  a  maid-fervant,  who 
applied  to  a  phyfician  with  Jier  miftrefs’s  urine,  to 
know  what  diforder  (he  laboured  under.  The  phyfi- 
.cian  furprized  at  the  ignorance  of  the  maid,  afked 
her,  if  (he  expedled  he  could  tell,  how  many  teeth 
her  miftrefs  had ,  by  looking  at  her  water  f  The  maid 
returned  and  informed  her  miftrefs,  that  the  Dottor 
told  by  her  urine  that  Jhe  had  no  teeth  -9  and  this  inter¬ 
pretation  happening  to  be  near  the  truth,  the  phyfici- 
an’s  reputation  tvas  more  firmly  eftablifhed  in  the  ;fa- 
'  mily  .  and  neighbourhood,  than  regular  pradtice  could 
ever  have  made  it. . 

In  general,  fo  far  as  I  have  remarked,  he  tells 
male  patients  that  they  have  either  a  difeafe  in  the 
livery  or  Jlime  in  the  kidneys  ;  females,  that  they 
-have  a  diforder  in  their  womb  and  when  they  are 
young  people,  of  either  fex,  that  they  have  had  the 
venereal  difeafe .  I  am  forry  to  obferve,  that  the  fa¬ 
shionable  vice  of  the  age  fhouid  be  that  which  ena- 
2  bles 


C  57  ) 


ties  him  to  guefs  the  laft  difeafe  too  often  juftly* 
though,  in  the  cafes  I  have  fairly  related,  he  hap¬ 
pened  to  guefs  wrong  :  but  let  the  maladies  be  ever 
fo  various,  nearly  one  univerfal  famenefs  of  treatment 
is  purfued.  When  the  patients  do  not  attend  in  per- 
fon,  but  fend  their  urine,  he  fuppofes  they  labour 
under  fevere  indifpofition,  and  therefore  commonly 
fays,  they  are  very  ill ;  they  have  been  long  afflicted  ; 
they  are  very  thin ;  See.  fometimes  he  afferts  that  they 
have  been  i'll  for  feveral  months  or  years ,  that  they  do 
not  zvalk  Jlraight'\  or  ventures  any  other  flrange  lup- 
pofition,  that  comes  firft  into  his  head  :  occafonally 
he  declares  that  their  tempers  are  bad ,  and  that  they  are 
fretful ;  which  he  guelfes  may  probably  be  the  cafe, 
when  long  indifpofition  has  worn  down  the  jftrength 
and  fpirits. 

I  have  heard  of  fotne  who  have  been  cured  by  this 
method  ;  I  think  it  probable  ;  and  fo  would  it  have 
been  had  they  taken  camomile  tea* 

The  following  letters  to  the  author  are  inferred 
in  this  fedtion,  as  they  relate  to  the  fubjedt  of  it. 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  Phyfician  to  the 
Author  of  Obfervations  preparatory,  &c, 

r  >  v  . 

— — In  refpedt  to  Dr.  Myersbach,  I  know  not 
that  any  thing  I  can  fay  will  contribute  to  open  the 
eyes  of  the  public  concerning  him.  Indeed  I  have 
not  had  many  opportunities  of  knowing  much  about 
him  :  what  I  have  learned  has  been  cafual ;  and  what 
I  did  learn  was  far  from  giving  me  much  reafon  to 
feek  his  acquaintance. 

» • 

I  have  been  called  to  lome  cafes,  where  he  had 
promifed  great  benefit,  and  done  hurt.  His  advocates 
have  made  way  for  him,  into  very  few  families  I  am 
acquainted  with ;  at  leaft,  if  he  has  been  admitted 
into  them,  they  have  concealed  it  from  me  j  which 
is  often  the  cafe  with  phyficians,  when  their  patients 
have  been  prevailed  upon  to  purfue  meafures  which 
their  own  better  judgment  difapproved,  and  by  their 
fuffering,  have  often  paid  dear  for  their  credulity. 

It  is  a  prevailing  opinion  among  the  lower  clafs  of 
people,  the  women  efpecially,  that  much  information 
is  to  be  gained  from  the  urine  in  every  human  mala¬ 
dy..  There  is  fcarcely  a  county  in  England,  where 

there 
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there  is  not  a  Profejfor ,  who  gains  his  livelihood, 
perhaps  a  fortune,  by  propagating  this  opinion  a- 
mongft  the  vulgar  :  a  great  part  of  nurfes,  oid 
female  lervants,  and  the  humble  dependants  of  mod 
families,  confiit  of  this  clafs,  and  are  from  the  country, 
where  they  have  imbibed  thele  opinions,  and  where 
belief  in  the  poiiibility  of  difcovering  all  difeafes  by 
the  urine,  is  as  univerfal,  as  it  is  erroneous.  When 
it  began  to  be  a  little  rumoured  that  a  perfon  who 
pradhled  in  this  way  was  fixed  in  the  metropolis, 
thele  people  became  his  devotees  immediately — and 
in  every  houfe  (and  there  is  none  without  them) 
where  any  obftinate  chronic  had  fixed  its  abode,  this 
urine-cafter  *  was  moil  ftrongly  recommended.  All  the 
tales  they  had. heard  of  cures  performed  were  recount¬ 
ed,  and  no  ftone  was  left  unturned  to  interelt  their  pa¬ 
trons  in  favour  of  a  perfon  who  pradfifed  in  a  manner 
fo  fuitable  to  their  prejudices, 

*  Another  term  for  'water- doSlor.  Thefe  impoftors  abound 
in  the  north  of  England  ?  their  prices  for  telling  difeafes  by 
the  urine  are  various,  according  to  the  ignorance  and  wealth 
of  their  votaries.  I  knew  one  water-cajler ,  who,  at  three-pence  a 
vial,  had  accumulated  a  confiderable  fortune ;  and  another  at 
ninepence  a  vial,  had  acquired  affluence  ;  but  Dr.  Myersbach. 
takes  half  a  guinea ,  befides  a  Jhcwe  of  the  Jhap-tradey  as  his  apothe-, 
cary  affured  me ;  and  there  is  now  no  doubt  but  Myersbach^ 
Koch,  and  the  porter,  are  leagued  together.  Dr.  Myersbach 
had  half  a  guinea  for  difcovering  that  a  carriage-horfe  had  a 
diforder  in  its  womb,  and  bore  children  with  great  labour-pains •  ; 
and  the  like  fum  that  C.  Kearlley’s  cow  had  been  too  free  with 
the  ladies  of  the  town.  L. 
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Such  were  the  common  meffengers  between  the 
fick  and  this  Profejfor.  They  were  enjoined  by  the 
patient  to  give  no  account  of  the  difeafe,  but  to  leave 
the  urine  to  difclofe  the  whole  hiftory*  This  they 
faithfully  promifed;  but  faithfully  related  to  the  em¬ 
piric  every  circumftance  they  knew.  They  brought 
back  an  opinion  as  confonant  to  the  patient’s  own  no¬ 
tions,  as  could  be  wifhed,  and  medicines  luited  to 
fuch  an  opinion.  Mod,  at  firft,  were  female  pati¬ 
ents  •,  and  many  of  thefe  of  no .  fmall  degree — for' 
great  families  have  always  about  them  fuch  humble 
female  dependants,  as  are  moft  diligent  in  fuch  leeret 
fervicesi.  Some  uterine  diforder,  hitherto  unobferved 
by  the  family-phyfician,  was  frequently  the  anfwer  ; 
and  this,  coinciding  with  the  prepofleffion  of  the 
patient,  fecured  a  moft  implicit  faith  and  obedience. 
Such,  as  far  as  I  know,  has  been  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  this  epidemic  madnefs.  A  lady  of  quality,  of  ex¬ 
cellent  underftanding,  who  had  endured  for  a  long 
time  a  chronic  malady,  which  had  baffled  every  rati¬ 
onal  effort,  at  length  refigned  herfelf  to  empiricifm, 
A  trufty  female  recommended  the  JJrinarian .  The 
lady  fent  her  own  water,  with  a  moft  ftridt  injunction 
that  no  fymptom  of  her  malady  ftiould  be  difclofed  to 
to  him  by  any  other  means,  This  was  faithfully 
promifed,  „  and  as  ill  obferved.  The  old  woman 
brought  back  a  report  exadtly  fuited  to  the  lady’s 
own  ideas  of  the  cafe.  This  ftartled  her,  and  made 
her  fufpeCt  that  her  meftfenger  had  given  full  informa¬ 
tion  of  her  cafe.  She  fent  a  younger  fervant,  who 
had  more  regard  for  her  la$y,  and  lefs  confidence  in 
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the  man.  She  fold  him  nothing  ;  and  he  could  give 
her  no  opinion.  The  lady  law  through  the  fallacy, 
and  gave  up  the  purfuit.  v  -  . 

It  is  certainly  a  humane  difpofition  to  prevent  fuch 
knavery  and  impofition,  when  the  health  and  lives 
of  our  fellow-creatures  are  at  flake  ;  and  yet  it  is  a 
moil  thanklefs  office  to  interpole.  I  do  not,  there¬ 
fore,  wonder  at  the  backward nefs  of  the  college  of 
phyficians,  to  exert  the  authority  with  which  they  are 
^loathed  for  the  lup  predion  of  fuch  pretenders.  They 
know  enough  of  the  world  to  fee  that  fuch  exertions 
would  be  conllrued  by  the  vulgar,  as  the  effefts  of 
interefl  or  malevolence  ;  and  that  the  objedl,  though 
deferving  of  their  higheft  cenfure,  would  mofl  pro¬ 
bably  be  deemed  a  pcrfecuted  man,  and  of  conie- 
quence  be  entitled  not  only  to  companion,  but  a  mores 
zealous  fupport. 

This  kind  of  reafoning  may  be  politic  •,  nay  it  may 
be  proper,  But  was  I  one  of  that  body,  I  would  not 
helitate  to  fumtnon  any  man  before  the  college  of 
phyficians,  who  took  upon  himfelf  the  praffice  of 
phyfick,  the  moment  he  became  notorious, 

I  would  enquire  into  his  abilities  with  the  utmoft 
candour.  I  would  allow  every  thing  confident  with 
the  public  fafety,  and  difeourage  no  appearance  of 
ufeful  talents. 
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The  bold,  daring,  ignorant  import  or,  fhould  not 
fail  to  meet  with  the  full  force  of  thofe  provifions 
made  for  the  public  fafety,  let  him  be  lupported  by 
whom  he  might,  or  let  the  confequences  be  what  they 

would. - If  the  laws  impowering  the  college  to  adt 

for  the  public  good,  are  too  fevere,  let  the  legirtature 
relax  them  ;  but  whilrt  they  continue  in  force,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  college  to  put  them  in  execution, 
without  favour  or  affection. 

I  would  no  more  countenance  a  difpenfing  power 
in  the  college  of  phyficians, — a  power  to  overlook 
when  they  pleafe  the  mort  notorious  offenders,  againft 
the  very  fpirit  of  their  inftitution, — than  I  would 
artent  to  a  like  power  in  any  other  hands  whatever. 

I  do  not  mean  to  excite  them  to  call  this  Do6tor 
of  urines  before  them  j  in  refpedt  to  him,  the  credu^ 
lity  of  the  public  will  probably  foon  be  fatiated  :  but 
I  hope  their  future  condudl  will  be  regulated  on  fuch 
principles  as  the  fpirit  of  their  laws  directs ;  and  that 
whilrt  they  countenance  every  ufeful  improvement, 
every  ingenuous  mind,  they  will  refcue  their  powers 
much  rather  than  fee  them  contemned,  or  convert 
them  to  the  humiliation  of  their  brethren,  without 
effecting  any  of  thofe  purpofes  for  which  thefe  powers 
were  folely  granted  to  them. 

I  own  I  think  the  faculty  too  much  indebted  to 
cmpiricifm,  to  frame  a  wifh  to  fupprefs  it,  was  it  in 
their  power — I  do  not  mean  from  the  pecuniary  ad¬ 
vantages  they  frequently  derive  from  it,  in  being  ob¬ 
liged 
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liged  to  repair  the  mifchiefs  done  by  ignorant  ad ven-: 
furers ;  but  there  is  a  more  important  benefit  derived 
from  people  of  this  temper,  and  from  the  humour  of 
many  perfons  to  confide  in  fuch  irregulars. 

To  whom  are  we  indebted  for  the  knowledge  of  a 
folvent  for  the  ftone,  the  liberal  ufe  of  foap  and 
cauftic  alcalis  ?  Would  not  the  mod  hardy  of  our 
predecefi'ors  have  fhuddered  at  giving  daily,  and  tor 
years  together,  fuch  quantities  of  foap,  lime-water, 
the  itrongeft  lees,  as  are  now  daily  given,  not 
only  with  perfect  fafety,  but  advantage  ?  A  woman 
introduced  the  practice,  and  eftablifhed  what  the  fa¬ 
culty  perhaps  never  would  have  attempted. 

We  learned  from  a  Ward,  that  opium  might 
be  fafely  given,  in  combination  with  other  fubltan- 
ces,  to  a  much  larger  extent,  than  was  ever  known 
before.  We  are  obliged,  indeed,  to  a  phyfician, 
compelled  by  his  neceffities  to  commence  empiric, 
for  the  refloration  of  antimonials.  His  practice  was 
as  much  conducted  in  the  line  of  empiricifm,  as  the 
molt  irregular  pretender.  For  this  I  call  empiricifm, 
when  a  man  conceals  the  medicine  he  makes  ufe  of, 
and  gives  it  promifeuoufiy  in  all  cafes.  And  indeed 
I  do  not  recollect  any  very  uleful  and  efficacious  me¬ 
dicine,  for  which  the  faculty  are  not  obliged  either  to 
chance  or  empiricifm,  the  hemlock  excepted  ;  for 
the  introduction  of  this  medicine  was  folely  owing  to 
the  heroic  courage  of  a  phyfician,  who  firft  tried  its 
efiedts  upon  himielf,  and  .then  directed  its  efficacy  to 
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the  cure  of  others*  If  it  has  not  anfwered  in  many 
refpetts  the  fanguine  hopes  of  its  inventor,  yet  it  will 
long  remain  a  monument  of  his  intrepidity,  and  a  re- 
folution  to  affift  mankind,  though  at  the  rilk  of  his 
own  fu  fieri  ng. 

I  do  not  mean  to  write  the  eulogy  of  empiricks  y 
I  wiih  only  to  delineate  the  juft  bounds  of  their  per- 
miffion*  Whilft  with  one  efficacious  medicine,  they 
in  any  cafe  do  more  than  the  common  means  we  ufe 
can  effedf,  by  all  means  let  the  inventor  reap  the 
fruits  of  his  good  fortune  or  ability.  It  is  our  own 
fault,  if  we  do  not  avail  ourfelves  of  his  difeovery. 

But  if  we  fee  a  man  feducing  the  loweft  and  moft 
credulous  of  the  vulgar  to  become  his  followers,  and 
by  their  means  creeps  into  the  chambers  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate,  with  medicines  either  of  little  efficacy,  or 
which  require  parts  to  diredb  them  fuperior  to  the  il¬ 
literate  profeflor’s — difrobe  the  ignorant  impoftor— 
he  is  an  enemy  to  mankind,  means  nothing  but  his 
own  emolument,  and  for  it  would  facrifice  a  heca¬ 
tomb  of  human  vidtims. 

To  fuch  only  the  bitter  farcafm  of  Pliny  is  ftridtly* 
applicable — and  doubtlefs  the  character  was  drawn 
from  fuch  impoftors. 

Difcunt  alienis  periculis,  experimenta  per  morfes 
agunt :  &  medico  folun;  hominem  occidifie  fumma 
eft  impunitas. 

I  am,  &c* 


Extradt 


Extratt  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  MyersbaCh’s 
Apothecary  to  Dr.  Lettsom, 

SIR, 

FOR  fome  time  before  I  perufed  your  publication 
intitled  “  Observations  preparatory,”  &c.  I 
had  been  very  uneafy  with  my  lituation  in  Mr.  My- 
ersbach’s  houfe,  where- 1  was  a  witnefs  for  upwards 
of  lix  months  to  the  molt  confummate  ignorance, 
impudence,  and  impofition ;  for  Mr.  Myersbach 
took  no  precaution  to  hide  his  practices  from  his 
apothecaries  in  the  Ihop  ;  and  he  has  frequently  be¬ 
fore  me  expreffed.his  aftonilhment  at  the  folly  and 
credulity  of  the  Englilh,  in  being  fo  eafily  duped  by 
him  ;  fome  of  the  means  he  pradtifed  for  effecting 
this,  I  lhall  now  communicate  to  you. 

In  general,  the  patients  are  fo  eager  to  tell  their 
complaints,  that  Mr.  Schroeder  the  porter  (who 
is  in  league  with  Mr.  Myersbach  and  his  headapo- 
cary,  Mr.  Koch),  is  able  to  colled;  their  difeafes, 
which  are  related  to  Mr.  Myersbach  before  the  pa¬ 
tients  are  introduced  to  him;  by  which  ftratagem  he 
is  capable  of  repeating  what  they  complained  of. 
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Sometimes  perfons  apply,  who  arc  not  cafily  de¬ 
ceived,  or  who  are  minute  in  their  queries  ;  in  thefe 
inflances,  Mr.  Schroeder  has  orders  to  introduce 
another  patient  into  Mr.  M verse ach’s  room,  in  or¬ 
der  to  interrupt  the  firfl  converfation,  and  difmifs  the 
fooner  the  inquifitive  patient.  ‘ 

If  neither  Mr.  Schroeder,  nor  any  of  the  other 
fervants  who  are  difperfed  in  different  apartments  to 
overhear  the  difcourle  of  the  patients,  and  thereby 
gain  fome  account  of  their  complaints,  fhould  not  at 
firfl  fucceed  in  their  attempts,  fuch  patients  are  made 
to  wait  two  or  three  hours/  before  they  are  admitted 
to  Mr.  Myersbach,  that  by  exhaufling  their  pati¬ 
ence,  they  may  be  induced  to  complain  of  the  urgency 
of  their  difeales,  and  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  fer¬ 
vants  to  colled:,  at  leafl,  fome  of  the  fymptoms, 
which  are  communicated  to  the  oracle,  who  afterwards 
admits  them,  and  repeats  what  his  domeflicks  had 
previoufly  informed  him  of. 

When  a  friend  brings  the  urine  of  the  patient, 
whofe  difeafe  neither  the  porter  nor  the  othet  fervants 
are  able  to  colled,  Mr.  Myersbach  ufually  firfl  in¬ 
quires  if  the  patient  is  ill  in  bed,  the  anfwer  is,  that 
he,  floe,  or  it,  is  confined  in  bed  ;  by  the  be  or  Jhe,  he 
difeovers  the  fex  of  the  patient,  and  by  it,  he  fup- 
pofes  a  child,  and  replies  accordingly  :  thus,  if  the 
perfon  fays,  Jhe  is  confined  to  her  bed  ;  Mr.  Myers¬ 
bach  immediately  rejoins,  he  fees  by  the  water ,  that 
it  belongs  to  a  woman ,  &c.  This  fuppofed  difeovery 
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fo  furprizes  weak  people,  that  afterwards,  as  I  have 
heard  Mr.  Myersbach  fay,  they  will  fwallow  any 
thing  his  broken  English  expreffes  ;  though  in  gene¬ 
ral  the  patients  are  lb  agitated,  and  eager  to  believe 
all  he  fays,  as  fir  ft  to  tell  him  their  cafe,  and  then 
admire  his  repetitions  of  what  they  had  related. 

When  a  perfon  of  rank  applies  for  relief,  and  the 
porter,  &c.  cannot  learn  what  his  difeafe  may  be, 
Mr.  Myersbach  is  denied  being  at  home,  and  the 
patient  is  defired  to  leave  his  addrefs,  and  to  attend 
next  day  ;  and  in  the  interval  the  fervants  endeavour 
to  learn  the  nature  of  this  complaint.  Many  of  the 
nobility  I  have  known  thus  duped  into  a  belief  of 
Mr.  Myersbach’s  difcernment,  when  his  informati¬ 
on  was  procured  by  his  fervants. 

As  Mr.  Myersbach  is  not  a  phyfician,  and  is 
unacquainted  with  medicine,  he  carefully  avoids 
meeting  any  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  ;  but  if  fuch 
an  accident  fhould  happen,  he  pretends  to  be  in  a 
very  great  hurry,  being  expected  in  fome  other  place, 
and  thus  efcapes  a  difcovery  of  his  ignorance. 

After  the  patient  receives  his  prefcription,  and 
comes  into  the  fhop  to  have  it  made  up,  Mr.  Koch 
pays  very  little  attention  to  it,  but  mentions  whatever 
he  pleafes  to  be  fubflituted  for  it,  although  it  have 
no  connection  with  the  prefcription  ;  which,  indeed, 
is  only  held  out  to  the  patient  to  cover  the  deception. 
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Nearly  one  uniform  ratine  of  medicines  is  given  to 
the  patients,  beginning  with  the  green  drops  and  po- 
lychreft  pills,  and  proceeding  with  the  lweet  drops 
and  red  powder,  or  the  bezoar  and  abforbent  pow¬ 
ders,  and  the  fame  pills  without  being  dlvered  ;  but 
if  the  patient  ffcill  remains  unrelieved,  limilar  medi¬ 
cines  are  continued  differently  coloured,  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  the  black  pill  or  fome  other  medicine. 

While  Mr.  Myersbach  refided  in  Berwick-itreet, 
the  fhop  was  very  ill  furnifhed  with  drugs ;  and  when 
he  removed  to  Hatton-ftreet,  I  reprefented  the  necef- 
fity  of  procuring  fome,  left  any  medical  gentleman 
fhould  pay  us  a  vilit ;  a  frefh  afiortment  was  there¬ 
fore  procured  from  Meffrs.  Corbyn  and  Brown, 
druggifts  in  Holborn,  as  very  few  were  exported 
from  Germany. 

As  I  not  only  refided  in  Mr.  Myersbach’s  houfe 
for  fevefal  months,  but  likewife  made  up  the  medi¬ 
cines  in  the  fhop,  I  fhall  add  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
manner  I  compounded  them,  as  this  was  particularly 
my  department,  during  at  lead:  two  months  of  our 
greateft  run  of  bulinefs,  before  Mr.  Leittemit  was 
taken  into  the  lhop  as  an  affiilant ;  Mr.  Koch  then 
being  occupied  in  writing  dire&ions  for  the  patients, 
and  in  receiving  money  for  the  medicines,  orte  third 
of  which  was  Mr.  Myersbach’s  fhate  :  you  will 
obferve  that  our  formulas  varied  in  fome  refpe&s  from 
thofe  you  have  defcribed. 


I.  EJfentia 
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I.  Ejferitia  dulcis ,  or  Sweet  EJJence. 

Take  Spirit  of  Wine,  one  pound ; 

Sugar,  burnt  to  a  brown  colour,  one  ounce  and 
a  half  mix,  to  make  the  fweet  effence. 

II.  EJfentia  amara ,  or  the  Bitter  Drop . 

This  tincture  or  effence  is  made  from  wormwood, 
trefoil,  gentian  root,  and  cafcarilla  bark,  with  the 
addition  of  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  effence  of  am¬ 
ber. 

<•'  -  • 

VIII.  Pulvis  antifpafmodicus ,  or  the  Red  Powder* 

Of  this,  we  kept  fix  kinds,  containing  different 
proportions  of  cinnabar,  in  order  to  deceive  the  pati¬ 
ents  by  a  greater  variety  of  colours. 

IX.  Pulvis  contra  Acredinum ,  or  the  Antacid  Powder. 

We  kept  different  forts  of  this  powder :  one  kind 
had  the  addition  of  anife-feed  powder ;  another  was 
„  made  of  a  blackifh  colour,  by  the  addition  of  bread 
toafted  brown. 

„  *  .  i  ;  i 

I  am,  'See. 

Jean  Ulric  Haujfmann . 
fharing-Crofs,  Sept *  18,  1776. 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  Countryman  of 
Dr.  Myers  bach,  to  the  Author  of  Obfer- 
vations  preparatory,  &c. 

- Mr.  Myersbach  fent  for  me  to  vifit  his 

wife  in  a  little  lodging  he  had  in  a  fhoemaker’s 
houfe  at  No.  24,  Rupert-flreet,  Goodman’s-fields, 
in  November,  1 773  :  he  confulted  me  as  being 
himfelf  totally  unacquainted  with  medicine  ;  and 
as  I  found  him  in  diftreffed  circumftances,  I  did 
not  then  demand  any  gratuity  for  my  attendance ; 
I  knew  he  was  trying  various  fchemes  to  get  bread, 
and  particularly  to  get  employment  with  Mr.  Hill, 
a  ftarch-maker  of  Bow  in  Effex. 

This  not  fucceeding,  he  made  attempts  of  differ¬ 
ent  kinds,  till  he  fell  into  water-conjuring.  I 
found  lately  by  the  public  papers,  that  a  Dr.  My¬ 
ersbach  had  duped  many  families  by  this  fcheme, 
and  had  gained  a  great  deal  of  money :  I  fent  to 
know  if  this  Dodlor  was  the  fame  Mr.  Myers¬ 
bach,  whofe  wife  I  had  attended  j  and  finding  him 
fo,  I  demanded  payment  of  the  medicines  pre¬ 
ferred  for  his  wife,  which  he  complied  with  in 
the  prefence  of  Charles  Wittik. 

Johan  Toennius . 

Manfell-Jlreet ,  No,  §0.  Sept.  f2,  1 776. 


SECTION  V. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  AM  unacquainted  with  Dr.  Myersbach’s  perfon, 
though  I  have  often  been  defired  to  meet  him 
upon  his  own  patients.  I  have  not,  to  my  know¬ 
ledge,  loft  the  attendance  of  one  family  by  his  prac¬ 
tice,  but  I  have  gained  feveral  by  it :  I  have  there¬ 
fore  no  other  inducement  for  writing  the  preceding 
obfervations,  but  the  public  good.  In  every  unhap¬ 
py  cafe,  wherein  I  have  followed  Dr.  Myersbach, 
my  heart  has  bled  over  the  folly  of  my  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,  and  lamented  that  confidence  which  any  thing 
out  of  the  path  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe  has  in- 
fpired. 

Throughout  thefe  obfervations  I  have  given  this 
foreigner  the  title  of  Do&or,  agreeable  to  public 
appellation.  It  is  not  material  to  the  world,  whether 
this  title  has  been  conferred,  or  is  only  aftum- 
ed  :*  it  is  from  ferious  fads  which  I  have  feen,  or 

from 

*  A  medical  gentleman  of  great  candour  and  veracity,  who 
pradtifed  medicine  a  few  years  ago  in  Germany,  has  allured  me, 
that  a  Dodtor’s  degree  might  have  been  purchafed  by  any  perfon 
for  about  three  Jbillings  and  fix  penct ;  but  I  underhand  that  the 

price 


(  7 2  ) 

from  the  relations  of  patients  or  their  friends,  that  I 
have  drawn  my  conclu lions  ;  and  therefore  have 
avoided  all  reflection  on  his  origin  and  education, 
with  which,  I  prefume,  many  perfons  are  already 
well  acquainted.  I  wifh  only  to  appeal  to  the  fober 
fenfe  of  the  public,  how  far  I  have  fupported  the 
character  of  an  honeft  man,  and  of  a  confcientious 
phylician. 

I  am  fenlible  that  what  I  have  written  cannot  affect 
the  independence  of  Dr.  Myersbach,  who  has,  as 
I  am  well  informed,  already  made  a  princely  fortune, 
which  probably  he  will  foon  return  to  Germany 
to  enjoy,  with  many  a  hearty  laugh  at  Englilh  cre¬ 
dulity  :  happy  would  it  be  for  numerous  individuals* 
if  their  implicit  confidence  lhould  not  deferve  com- 
miferation  more  than  ridicule  ! 

The  reputation  of  Ailhaud’s  Powders  is  recent 
in  every  perfon’s  memory :  fo  rapid  once  was  their 
fale,  that  the  vender  was  foon  enabled  to  purchafe 
three  baronies,  though  at  the  expence  of  many  de¬ 
luded  victims,  as  the  experience  of  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Tissqt  fully  evinces,  with  whofe  remarks  I 
lhall  conclude  this  performance. 

price  has  been  ft  nee  advanced,  and  more  precaution  adopted,  in 
confequence  of  an  infult  to  theUniverftty  of  Erfurth,  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  bought  a  Doctor’s  diploma  for  liis  malfiff  dog. 
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“  For* 


‘c  Fortunately  for  the  human  fpecies,  but  few 
“  nodrums  have  attained  an  equal  reputation  with 
the  Powders  of  Ailhaud,  an  inhabitant  of  Aix 
“  in  Provence,  and  unworthy  the  name  of  a  phyfi- 
“  cian;  who  has  overrun  Europe  for  fome  years  pad 
“  with  a  violent  purge,  the  remembrance  of  which 
cc  will  not  be  effaced  before  the  extinction  of  all  its 
“  victims.  I  have  for  a  long  time  pad  attended  fe- 
veral  patients,  whole  diforders  I  can  only  palliate 
without  hope  of  ever  curing  them  ;  and  who  owe 
“  . their  prefent  melancholy  date  of  body  to  nothing 
u  but  the  manifed  confequences  of  thefe  powders ; 
ic  and  I  have  actually  feen,  very  lately,  two  perfons 
tc  who  have  been  cruelly  poifoned  by  them.  A  French 
€c  phyfician,  as  eminent  for  his  talents  and  fcience  as 
“  edimable  for  his  moral .  character,  has  publilhed 
((  fome  of  the  tragical  confequences  which  thefe  powr- 
u  ders  have  occalioned  •,  and  were  a  collection  made 
*c  of  their  effeCts,  in  every  place  where  the  ufe  of 
te  them  has  been  introduced,  the  lize  of  the  volume 
u  would  be  enormous,  and  the  contents  horrible  in - 
“  deed!” 
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